The Lutheran Church of St. Mark
75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033

Church Office (860) 633-1188
Email: ChurchOffice@StMarkGlastonbury.org

Service of Word and Scament
The Second Sunday of Easter
April 12, 2026

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts
and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our
everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the

Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in
the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.


mailto:ChurchOffice@StMarkGlastonbury.org

WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY!!

Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.
We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality.

Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.
*Stand as you are able, in body or spirit.
The responses of the people are printed in bold.

GATHERING

PRELUDE Puer nobis nascitur Thomas Gieschen

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ 1s risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and
sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

Amen.



*(GATHERING HYMN

That Easter day with joy was bright
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Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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*(GGREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
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n | Refrain .
DA N !
: — ——©
o — - o
This 1s the feast of wvic-to-ry for our God.
N |, o —
#&ﬁ. I . | I |
= — s _ i—‘—f
Al - le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - 1a, al - le - lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a.
n | I Ecatin... I
Yy 1D b N I ] 1 ™ ]
L : . i
Y =
1 Wor-thy is  Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Sing . . with all the peo - ple of God, and
01 . . .
A————— =
G =
e
blood set us free to be peo - ple of  God.
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:
01 . |
PeE= e .
C € . & | [
El ’ e =
Pow -er and r1ich - es, wis - dom and strength, and
Bless-ing and hon - or, glo - 1y and might be to
n 1. Refrain
A —— i =
- | o 2 — —
J ~— ' —
hon - or and bless - ing and glo - ry are  his.

God and the Lamb for - ev - er. A - men.



i
, —
J _‘_ —
3 For the Lamb who  was slain has be -
Refrain

Q ||D i-; 4
7 A r
J T

gun  his reign. Al - le - Tu - a.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING ACTS 2:14A, 22-23

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd. He
tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by
God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah:
though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

A reading from Acts:

142 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 2> “Fellow
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves
know 2* this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. >* But God raised him
up, having released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be
held in its power. » For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he
is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; *° therefore my heart was glad, and my
tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 2’ For you will not abandon my soul to
Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption. 2 You have made known to me the ways
of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ ?° “Fellow Israelites, I may
say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb



is with us to this day. ** Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to
him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 3! Foreseeing this, David spoke
of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh
experience corruption.’ 3 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY 6
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I Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”
2 All my delight is in the godly that are ! in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3 But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
*1 will not pour out drink offerings ! to such gods,
never take their names up- ! on my lips. R
>0 Lord, you are my portion | and my cup;
it is you who up- ! hold my lot.
%My boundaries enclose a ! pleasant land;
indeed, I have a ! rich inheritance.
7T will bless the Lord who ! gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night ! after night.
1 have set the Lord al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. R
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- ! it rejoices;
my body also shall | rest in hope.
10For you will not abandon me ! to the grave,
nor let your holy one ! see the pit.
1Y ou will show me the ! path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are
pleasures for- | evermore. R



SECOND READING 1 PETER 1:3-9

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of their faith in
Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid
difficult circumstances and surroundings.

A reading from 1 Peter:

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us
a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead * and
into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
>who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. ® In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to
suffer various trials, ’ so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. ® Although you have not seen him, you love him, and
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable

and glorious joy, ? for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your
souls.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Blessed are those who | have not seen
and yet have come | to believe.



*(GOSPEL READING JOHN 20:19-31

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy
Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20™ chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

1 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 2° After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. %! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” > When he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2* If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” >* But Thomas (who was called the
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 2° So the other disciples told
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
>"Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and
put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 2 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” ?° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” ** Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 3! But these are written so that you
may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing
you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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*HYMN OF THE DAY O sons and daughters, let us sing ELW 386

Verses 1 & 5 — men (omitting verses 2-4), Verses 6 & 8 — women, Verses 7 & 9 - ALL
Note: We will be singing this in its original rhythm rather than straight quarter notes throughout!
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9 On this most ho - ly day of days,
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to seek the tomb where Je - sus lay. Al -le-lu - ia!
“Your Lord will go to Gal - 1 - lee” Al -le-lu - ia!
and said, “My peace be with  you here.” Al -le -lu - ia!
to  God your hearts and voic - es raise. Al -le -lu - ia!
After the final stanza
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5 When Thomas first the tidings heard, 7 No longer Thomas then denied;

that they had seen the risen Lord, he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
he doubted the disciples’ word. “You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 8 How blest are they who have not seen,
and look upon my hands, my feet; and yet whose faith has constant been,
not faithless, but believing be.” for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: O FILIT ET FILIAE, French tune, 15th cent.



*NICENE CREED
Living together in trust and hope we confess what we believe.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The prayer leader prays the petition. The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in your
mercy” with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be to
God.” The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.”

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
0O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.

Into your hands... Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

MEAL

*THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERTORY ANTHEM Love Is Come Again arr Alice Parker
(text and tune may be found at ELW 379) and Robert Shaw

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow you
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

*PREFACE DIALOGUE
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*PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed ... unending hymn:




*SANCTUS
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed... until he comes:

04 -

.|iai . _J— , —— i -
IS &

Christ has died. Christis ris - en. Christ will come a — gain.

Remembering, therefore,... now and forever.
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen



*COMMUNION INVITATION

Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT
All are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a gluten-free host. Grape juice is
available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do not or choose not to partake of the sacrament
today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over
your chest in the form of an X.

COMMUNION HYMNS
Lamb of God
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We walk by faith ELW 635
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
4 For you, @) res - ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith s done, in
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fol - low where you trod; but in  your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you  when
found in means di - vine: be - neath the wa - ter
realms of clear - er light may we be - hold you
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none e’er spoke:  “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: SHAN'TI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications. Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

+*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen



PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION
Those not receiving communion are invited to pray the following while communion is being distributed:

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you are
truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death and
resurrection. I seek you daily and worship and adore you. When I cannot receive you in the
eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, as you
always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the proclamation of your holy
Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may remain united to you by your all-
powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you and be nourished by your
abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels for my very
human journey, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death. I
pray this, trusting that you are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen.

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

*PoST COMMUNION PRAYER
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Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BENEDICTION

SENDING

The God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, = bless you now and forever. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN Christ is risen! Alleluia! ELW 382
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See
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bow - ing down in joy be-fore him, ris - ing up from griefs and tears.
an - gels on his steps at-tend-ing, glo - ry round his wound-ed brow.
Christ was dead, but now is liv-ing; he waslost, but he 1s found.
hail the day of res-ur-rec-tion! Let us rise and keep the feast.
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Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Music: MORGENLIED, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE Toccata

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Valerie Taff
in loving memory of Dawn Taff.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join after worship today for a Special Congregation Meeting, followed by the
assembling of Spring Joy Totes.

Please join us tonight at 6:00pm in the church lounge for Bible Study.

Weekday Prayer Offices via Zoom return this week: Matins will resume on Tuesday,
April 14 and Vespers will resume on Wednesday, April 22nd.

The next Lunch Bunch will be Thursday, April 16, 12:30pm at Salute, 277 Cromwell
Avenue, Rocky Hill. Please RSVP to Ellen Z. by April 14.

Please join John Prosen and others from St. Mark at the 3™ Annual Glastonbury
Holocaust Remembrance Evening: Thursday, April 23 at 7:00pm. Location will be
given once you’ve registered: https://ghrp.net/

Please come help at the St. Mark Spring Clean-up on Saturday, April 25, 9:30am-
12:30pm.

St. Mark Members: Please join us for our Annual Congregation Meeting on Sunday,
April 26 following worship.

Save the date for Jacob’s Well Cabaret: Saturday, May 9 at 6:00pm. Please sign up on
the bulletin board in the narthex

If you have not been receiving the St. Mark weekly email blasts lately, please check
your email’s spam folder.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:

Sunday, April 12 9:00am Service of Word and Sacrament

followed by Coffee Hour
sponsored by Dottie’s Team

& Special Congregation Meeting
& creation of Spring Joy Totes

6:00pm Bible Study
Tuesday, April 14 9:00am Matins via Zoom
Wednesday, April 15 6:00pm Church Council Fellowship Evening
at the Frick’s house
Thursday, April 16 12:30pm Lunch Bunch
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, April 19 9:00am Service of Word and Sacrament
followed by Coffee Hour
sponsored by Folk Group Friends
6:00pm Bible Study

Bl
'E J@ Parts of the Liturgy and music used by permission and

] Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under Augsburg
www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org Fortress License #SAS025154, One License # A-721348,

https://www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury & CCLI License # 3161225 and #2085 1450.
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