The Lutheran Church of St. Mark
75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Phone: (860) 633-1188
Email: churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Word and Sacrament
July 5, 2026

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. The prophet describes an
everlasting realm that contrasts with earthly nations, one marked by peace, humility, and freedom. Jesus
associates with those excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with selfish desires; we
lament flawed systems; and we seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather around word, water, and meal
by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Here we find rest for our souls and hope for life
in beloved community.

WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY!!

Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.
We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality.

Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.
*Stand as you are able, in body or spirit.
The responses of the people are printed in bold.


mailto:churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org

GATHERING

PRELUDE Adagio Mason & Webb’s
MUSICAL LIBRARY

*We gather in the name of the Father and the & Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen

* CONFESSION

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the weary,
glory and peace to the ends of the earth. Amen.

Let us bring every burden to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy, we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation.
Within ourselves and our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with the
evil that dwells in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. We repent of the evil we
have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for
lives of compassion and courage through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of * Jesus Christ,
and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good. Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN God, who stretched the spangled heavens ELW 771
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1 God, who stretched the span - gled heav - ens in - fi - mite in time and place,
2 We have ven -tured worlds un - dreamed of since the child-hood of our race;
3 As each far ho -nm - zon beck - ons, may it chal-lenge us a - new:
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flung the suns in burn-ing ra - diance through the si-lent fields of space:

known the ec-sta-sy of wing-ing  through un - trav-eled realms of space;
chil - dren of cre - a - tive pur - pose, serv - ing oth-ers, hon-’ring you.
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we, your chil - dren in your like-ness, share in-ven -tive pow’rs with you;
probed the se - crets of the at- om, yield-ing un-1 - mag - ined pow'r,
May our dreams prove rich with prom-ise; each en-deav-or well be - gun;
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great Cre - a - tor, still cre - at - ing, show us what we yet may do.
fac - ing us with life’s de - struc-tion or our most tri - um-phant hour.
great Cre - a-tor, give us  guid - ance till our goals and yours are one.

Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 1927
Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*(GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
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1 Come, let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;
2 “Wor - thy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be ex - alt - ed  thus!”
3 Je - sus is wor-thy to re-ceive hon - or and pow'r di - vine;
4 Let allcre-a - tion join in one to bless the sa-cred name
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ten thou-sand thou-sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips te - ply, “for he was slain for us!”
and bless-ings,more than we can give, be, Lord, for - ev - er thine.
of God who sits up - on the throne, and to a - dore the Lamb.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Spirit to go forward in justice and
freedom. Give to all living in these lands the blessings of well-being and harmony, but
above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your name and
blessings to all peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING ZECHARIAH 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant
with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.”

A reading from Zechariah:

? Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the
foal of a donkey. '°He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. '! As for
you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from
the waterless pit. ' Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will
restore to you double.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY 145:8-14
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8 The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in ! steadfast love.
Lord, you are ! good to all,
and your compassion is over ! all your works.
10 All your works shall praise | you, O Lord,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
' They shall tell of the glory ! of your kingdom
and speak ! of your power,
12 that all people may know | of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
3 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through-! out all
ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in ! all your works.
4 The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who ! are bowed down.



SECOND READING ROMANS 7:15-25A

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be
wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

A reading from Romans:

15T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. '*Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. '” But in fact it is no
longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. '® For I know that the good does not dwell
within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the
ability. ' For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 2*Now if
do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 2! So I find it
to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 2> For I delight in the
law of God in my inmost self, ?* but I see in my members another law at war with the law of
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. ** Wretched
person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 2>* Thanks be to God through
Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(sung twice)
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he-le - lu-yan, he-1le-1lu-yan; he-le, he-le - Iu - yan.

Text: Traditional Muscogee Indian
Tune: Traditional Muscogee Indian; transcribed by Charles H. Webb, © 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House



*(GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 11:16-19, 25-30

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that
wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11" Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] ' “To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, !’ “We played the flute for
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” '® “For John came neither
eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; !° the Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” ?* At that time Jesus said, “I thank you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and
the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 2° yes, Father, for such was your gracious
will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him. 2 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. ?° Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. *° For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY




*HYMN OF THE DAY Let Freedom Ring!

AMERICA
W. Michael Fortson Henry Carey, ca.1685-1743
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1. Let free - dom ring, O Lord, 't all n
2.Help us, 0] Lord, op-pose free - dom’s most
3.Lord, grant us cour - agenow to  keep this
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one ac-cord find lib - er - ty.
ar - dent foes. Lord, help us stand!
sa - cred vow. Your praise we sing.
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Loose all the chains  that bind; let none be
We’ll march for what is right, and trust you
We plant  our feet on sod where bless - ed
[a) | |
S =
AN3 V4 ] . ]
left be - hind; give strength to heart and mind,
through the night to see by morn - ing’s light
saints have trod. We cry to our great God:
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and make us free.
your prom - ised land.
let free - dom ring!

Text Copyright © 2021 GIA Publications, Inc. * All rights reserved

* APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope we confess what we believe.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The assisting minister prays the petition. The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in your
mercy with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be to God”

The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.’
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.

Into your hands... Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

MEAL

*THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERTORY HYMN Let the vineyards be fruitful ELW 182
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a fore-taste of the feast to come.

pres-ence, and give  us

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Loving God, Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines
and winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion, serving your
love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

*PREFACE DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*COMMUNION INVITATION
Citizens of the commonwealth of heaven:
Taste and know that God is good to all.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT

All are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a gluten-free host. Grape juice is
available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do not or choose not to partake of the sacrament
today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over

your chest in the form of an X.




COMMUNION HYMNS

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Let us break bread together ELW 471
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Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees
let us praise God  to - geth-er on our knees
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION

Those not receiving communion are invited to pray the following while communion is being distributed:

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you are
truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death and
resurrection. I seek you daily and worship and adore you. When I cannot receive you in the
eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, as you
always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the proclamation of your holy
Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may remain united to you by your all-
powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you and be nourished by your
abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels for my very
human journey, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death. I
pray this, trusting that you are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen.

*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen



*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with the very
gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken world.
Channel our common life toward the common good, following the way our Savior leads

us now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

SENDING

The Author of life, the Word of salvation, the Breath of new birth, = one God, bless you
and equip you for living and serving, today and every day. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN This is my song ELW 887
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I This is my  song, O God of all the na - tions,
2 My coun-try’s skies are blu-er than the o - cean,
3 This is my prayer, O God of all earth’s king-doms,
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a song of peace for lands a - far and mine.
and sun - light beams on clo - ver - leaf and pine.
your king - dom come; on  earth your will be done.
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This is my home, the coun-try where my heart is;
But oth - er lands have  sun-light too, and clo - ver,
O God, be lift - ed up tll all shall serve you,
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here are my  hopes, my dreams,my ho - ly shrine;
and skies are ev - ry - where as blue as mine.
andhearts w - nt - ed leamn to live as  one.
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but oth - er  hearts
So hear my  song,
So hear my prayer,

oth - er lands are beat - ing
God of all the na - tions,
God of all the na - tions:
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with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
a song of peace for their land and for mine.
my - self I  give you; let your will be done.
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Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3
Music: FINLANDIA, Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957

Text sts. 1-2© 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company. St. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Outside USA: Music © Breitkopf & Hirtel, Wiesbaden.



*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE The Bristol March Oliver Shaw

(1779-1848)

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Bernie & Andrea Clark
in loving memory of Wes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please join us for in-person weekday worship Thursday evenings at 7:00pm in the
church lounge.

During the month of July, if you purchase a Bloomin’ 4 Good bouquet at both
Glastonbury Stop & Shop locations, $1 will be donated to our hunger relief missions.
Please sign up to sponsor altar flowers. There are still many slots available.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:

Sunday, July 5 9:00am Service of Word and Sacrament
Followed by Coffee Hour
Sponsored by Amigos & Amigas
Thursday, July 9 7:00pm In-Person Community Weekday Worship
Sunday, July 12 9:00am Breakfast Church
a[ren

www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbu
https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark

Parts of the Liturgy and music used by permission and
Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under Augsburg
Fortress License #SAS025154, One License # A-721348, &
CCLI License # 3161225 and #20851450.
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