The Lutheran Church of St. Mark
75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Phone: (860) 633-1188
Email: churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Word and Sacrament
August 9, 2026

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the
disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In

comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and

sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY!!

Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.
We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality.

Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.
*Stand as you are able, in body or spirit.
The responses of the people are printed in bold.


mailto:churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org

GATHERING

PRELUDE Adoration Florence Price

*We gather in the name of the Father and the & Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen

*CONFESSION
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Qur burden is heavy, and we
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN What is this place ELW 524
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Text: Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933

Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelanck, 1626; arr. Adrian Engels, b. 1906
Text and arr. © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*(GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid.

Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING I KINGS 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind,
and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful
believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to
anoint Elisha as his own successor.

A reading from 1 Kings:

? At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. Then the
word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '° He answered, “I
have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left,
and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” ! He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain
before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that
it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not
in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, '? and
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence. '* When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at
the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” * He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” !°> Then the
Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive,
you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '® Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as
king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in
your place. !” Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '® Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel,
all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY 85:8-13

The refrain is sung by all at the beginning of the Psalm and then at each R.
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81 will listen to what the Lord | God is saying;

for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
? Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,

that your glory may dwell | in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;

righteousness and peace have ! kissed each other.



' Faithfulness shall spring up ! from the earth,

and righteousness shall look ' down from heaven.
2The Lord will indeed ! grant prosperity,

and our land will | yield its increase.
3 Righteousness shall go be- ! fore the Lord

and shall prepare for | God a pathway.

SECOND READING ROMANS 10: 5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the
proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

A reading from Romans:

> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who
does these things will live by them.” ¢ But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ * (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or
“Who will descend into the abyss?” ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ® But what
does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of
faith that we proclaim), ° because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '°For one
believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading
to salvation. !! The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 2 For
there 1s no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous
to all who call on him. '* For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
¥ But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
to proclaim him? '> And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(sung twice)
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Text: Traditional Muscogee Indian
Tune: Traditional Muscogee Indian; transcribed by Charles H. Webb, © 1989, The United Methodist Publishing House



*(GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith, ” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and
sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14™ Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of
Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.** And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, >* but by this time
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. > And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 2° But when the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in
fear. 2’ But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” > He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward
Jesus. ** But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink,
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3! Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 3> When they got into the boat, the
wind ceased. ** And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of
God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY
*HYMN OF THE DAY My life flows on in endless song ELW 763
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.

* APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope we confess what we believe.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The assisting minister prays the petition. The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in your
mercy with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be to God”
The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.”

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.

Into your hands... Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

MEAL

*THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERTORY HYMN Let the vineyards be fruitful
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*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Lord God, we give You thanks and praise for all of Your gifts to us. We know that you
are the source of every good thing. Light and love come from You. You have created us
and You have given us so much. As we recognize these gifts we joyfully respond by
giving to the work of Your kingdom. May this collection be used wisely and diligently,
that Your love may be known widely. We offer ourselves as well, for these gifts of
money are but tokens of ourselves. Take and use us, that our hands may reach out in
service, our feet may walk the difficult path of reconciliation, and that our words may
be words of peace. Amen.

*PREFACE DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE
It is indeed ... unending hymn:

*SANCTUS
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*COMMUNION INVITATION

Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT

All are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a gluten-free host. Grape juice is
available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do not or choose not to partake of the sacrament
today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over

your chest in the form of an X.

COMMUNION HYMNS
Lamb of God
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Precious Lord, take my hand ELW 773
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1 Pre-cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 Whenmy way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.
Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993 PRECIOUS LORD
Music: George N. Allen, 1812-1877, adapt. Thomas A. Dorsey Irregular

Textand music © 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Hal Leonard Corp.

PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION

Those not receiving communion are invited to pray the following while communion is being distributed.:

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you are
truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death and
resurrection. I seek you daily and worship and adore you. When I cannot receive you in the
eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, as you
always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the proclamation of your holy
Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may remain united to you by your all-
powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you and be nourished by your
abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels for my very
human journey, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death. I
pray this, trusting that you are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen.



*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

*PoST COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, -+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

*SENDING HYMN What a fellowship, what a joy divine ELW 774
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2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have I  to dread, what have T to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a bless-ed-ness, what a peace 1s mine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.

oh how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1919
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924
*DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Choral Song S.S. Wesley

THANK YOU TO JAMES BARRY
FOR THE BEAUTIFUL MUSIC!

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Leslie O’Rourke
in thankfulness for my St. Mark family.




ANNOUNCEMENTS
e The next Lunch Bunch will be at 12:30pm on Thursday, August 20": Cotton Hollow
Kitchen, 840 Main Street, Glastonbury. Please RSVP to Ellen Z. by August 18.
e Please join us for in-person community worship on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm in the
church lounge.
e Please sign up to sponsor altar flowers. There are still many slots available.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:

Sunday, August 9 9:00am Service of Word and Sacrament
followed by Coffee Hour
sponsored by Folk Group Friends

Wednesday, August 12 7:30pm Church Council

Thursday, August 13 7:00pm In-Person Community Worship

Sunday, August 16 9:00am Service of Word and Sacrament
Followed by Coffee Hour

Sponsored by Amigos & Amigas

_.' - 440, Evangelical
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www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org \‘ " in America

https://www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury
https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark

Parts of the Liturgy and music used by permission and
Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress License
#S5A45025154, One License # A-721348, & CCLI License # 3161225 and #20851450.
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