The Lutheran Church of St. Mark
75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Church Office (860) 633-1188
Email: ChurchOffice@SaintMarkGlastonbury.org

REFORMATION
<Sundaye

SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
October 26, 2025

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the
love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets
us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for
the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.



WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY!!

Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.
We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality.

Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.
*Stand as you are able, in body or spirit.
The responses of the people are printed in bold.

GATHERING

PRELUDE Ein’ feste Burg Dietrich Buxtehude

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

We gather in the name of the Father and the *+ Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*CONFESSION
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please kneel or sit for the confession.
Silence is kept for self-reflection

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We
grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save

sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of * Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.




*(GGREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in
your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies
of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright
lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed
covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin.

Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

A reading from Jeremiah:

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 3 It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. ** But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people. ** No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I
will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




PSALMODY
The refrain is sung by all at the beginning of the Psalm and then at each R.
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'God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the ! earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths ! of the sea;
3 though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble ! with its tumult.
*There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
3> God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the ! break of day.
The nations rage, and the ' kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R
"The Lord of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works ! of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought up- ' on the earth;
behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the ! shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that ' T am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted ! in the earth.”
""The Lord of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold. R
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SECOND READING ROMANS 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human
beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship
with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us

from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

A reading from Romans:

Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. % For no
human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin. >! But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has
been disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, ?* the righteousness of God
through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, %* since all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; ** they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, *> whom God put forward as a sacrifice of
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 2° it was
to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he
justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 2’ Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded.
Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. *® For we hold
that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Honduras (ACS, Setting 11)
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*(GOSPEL READING

JOHN 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets
people free from sin.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8 chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” ** They
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone.
What do you mean by saying, “You will be made free’?” ** Jesus answered them, “Very
truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. **> The slave does not have a
permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. *° So if the Son makes
you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY Founded on Faith ACS 1048
0
= : —]
O—— o Z e =
J - ' =
1 Found-ed on faith, the church— a - live by  grace—
2 Your cross, O Christ, re - news our life each day.
3 E - quipped by prayer, we live the Spir - it’s call.
4 Grow -1ng 1in grace for God’s cre - at - ed earth,
5 Found -ed on faith, called forth, em-pow’red to serve,
0
s ] I
o < . i
pro - claims the  gos - pel here and ev - 'ry place.
Bap - tized in you, we learn and teach and pray.
Em - pow’red to serve with gifts, both great and small,
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we share God’s end - less love  with - out re - serve.
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Fed by your love, with thank - ful  hearts, we say:
we bring the liv - ing hope of God to all.
a world re - stored; a faith - ful, car - ing church.
Then let us shout a - loud the liv - ing  Word!
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Text: Paul D. Weber, b. 1949
Music: FOUNDED ON FAITH, Paul D. Weber
Text and music © 2017 Paul D. Weber, admin. Augsburg Fortress

* APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope we confess what we believe.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The assisting minister prays the petition., The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in
your mercy with: “hear our prayer.”” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be
to God.” The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.”

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.
Into your hands... Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL

*THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

11



OFFERTORY MUSIC

God alone be praised
Ad lucem

1. Oceans rise, the coastland trembles; mountains melt and dry earth crumbles.

All the world with longing groans. Love abides; this gracious promise is our help, our hope
and solace.

God’s strong word 1s solid ground.

2. Nations rage, the empire falters; seeking refuge, exiles wander.

Walls and weapons rise from fear. Through this wilderness a rover flows to heal and bless us
ever.

God the crucified dwells here.

3. Come and see; God’s mercy gathers all that sin and grief have shattered.

Life from fields of death is raised. Peace, be still; let prideful thunder yield to songs of joy
and wonder.

God and God alone be praised.

Text 2016, Susan R. Briehl. Music 2016, 2018 Zebulon M Highben, both admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to
set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*PREFACE DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE
It is indeed right ... join their unending hymn:

12



*SANCTUS
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER
May we be so bold to pray as the lord has taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

* COMMUNION INVITATION

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT

All are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a gluten-free host. Grape juice is
available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do not or choose not to partake of the sacrament
today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over

your chest in the form of an X.

COMMUNION HYMNS
Lamb of God ACS, Setting 12
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Be Still and Know Psalm 46

OSTINATO/REFRAIN
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Be stil and know that I am God.

Ps 46 Steven C. Warner

Text and music © 1999, WLP

PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION

Those not receiving communion are invited to pray the following while communion is being distributed:

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you are
truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death and
resurrection. | seek you daily and worship and adore you. When I cannot receive you in the
eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, as you
always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the proclamation of your holy
Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may remain united to you by your all-
powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you and be nourished by your
abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels for my very
human journey, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death. |
pray this, trusting that you are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen.

*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this
in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BENEDICTION

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free, = bless you now and forever. Amen.

artin Luther
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*SENDING HYMN The Church’s One Foundation ELW 654
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5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
il I |
Oy = o= Ff
725 ——— - e
D e
S EeE—
she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,
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that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Voluntary

Today’s altar flowers are in celebration of Reformation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please note that there is NO Bible Study this evening. Bible Study will return next
Sunday, November 2.

Please join us via Zoom for Matins on Tuesdays at 9:00am and Vespers on Wednesdays
at 7:00pm. Use the usual Zoom link.

Food Drive: We are collecting food for the annual Thrivent Feed Northeast campaign.
Let’s collect over 1,000 items! Please put your donations in the bags/boxes in the
narthex.

We will celebrate the Saints on November 2. The book of Saints is on the usher stand.
Please clearly print the names of any person(s) you would like to have remembered.
Also, please remember to “Fall Back.” Saturday night.

St. Mark will be donating funds to fill satchels for Seafarers. Please pick up a peace
crane in the narthex and give as you are able. Donations should be marked for
Seafarers. CALLING ALL KNITTERS! The Seafarers would also love hand-knit hats
and scarves. Please contact Eleanor Tunney if you can help with knitting or have any
questions.
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:
Sunday, October 26

Tuesday, October 28
Wednesday, October 29
Thursday, October 30

Sunday, November 2

9:00am

9:00am
7:00pm
7:00pm
9:00am

6:00pm

Service of Word and Sacrament
followed by Coffee Hour
sponsored by Deb’s Team

Matins via Zoom
Vespers via Zoom
Choir Rehearsal

All Saints Sunday

Service of Word and Sacrament
Followed by Coffee Hour
Sponsored by Amigos & Amigas

Bible Study




