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Our Mission: 
In joy, 

we share 
Christ’s truth. 

9:00am 

Sunday
Worship 

Our Guiding
Principles 

1. We trust in 
 

God’s promises. 

2. We base our 
actions on 
Christ’s love and 
teachings. 

3. We practice 
spiritual 
disciplines. 

4. We welcome, 
nurture, and 
respect each 
other. 

5. We serve our 
local community, 
and the world. 

A Message from the Council PresidentA Message from the Council President
It’s been a little more than ten years since I first served
as your Church Council President and I’m grateful to
this church community for your support as I work with
you again in this role. 

I also want to thank the previous Church Council for 

I’m also grateful to all the members of Saint Mark who raised
their hands and filled every one of the Church Council positions.
We all look forward to serving you and helping to guide our
congregation through the days ahead. 

Church Council
President - Dave Obedzinski
Vice President - Ron Kraatz
Financial Secretary - Dave Taylor
Treasurer - Linda Obedzinski
Secretary - Betsy Crayton
Members at Large - Jule Beer, Leslie O'Rourke, Carol
Weber, Jan Frick 

Presidents message continues on page 2.

its work on restructuring our by-laws, and your recent votes at our
Congregational meeting, to bring them up to date and adjust them
appropriately so that we can effectively lead. Ray Frick continues to
work on this for us as the New England Synod reviews our new by-
laws. All indications are that we will need to have one more
Congregational meeting vote to tidy up one or two things the Synod
wants us to have in our document.

On the committee side, most of our committees have chairpersons
and those that don’t will be working to find leadership. If you wish to
serve in any way on a committee, speak to any Council member or
connect with the person who may have written an article about that
committee in this Messenger. Our work together in this church makes 

www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org
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Council President - continued
it all happen as we positively impact our members, with the groups who rely on our buildings
for meetings, and for the mission work we do here, there, and everywhere it’s needed.

A newly approved housing complex will be built behind our church soon and this may offer
an opportunity to reach more families around us. Once we have a new Pastor, I plan to make
reaching out to local housing complexes and the community in general an important part of
our work to grow our church. 

There will be challenges. We already are challenged by a smaller population of members
contributing time, talent, and treasure to our church which means our Call for a new Pastor
will be for a part-time Pastor and our lay leadership will be relied upon more heavily. The Call
Committee, led by Dave Taylor, is hard at work and working close with the New England
Synod on options.

We are indeed blessed as Licensed Lay Minister John Prosen has been leading our
worship and working with us during our Pastoral Call and transition period. The words he
shares with us, in and out of the Sanctuary, are gifts we appreciate and they help guide us. 

I also wanted to share with you that at my first Council meeting in May I shared with
the group the idea of having security cameras installed in and around our building for
several reasons. First, for the security of our church staff who often are in the building
alone. Second, to be able to monitor the many people and groups who are entering and
exiting our building daily. Third, to provide a record of any incidents that may occur on our
property including but not limited to accidents, unauthorized visitors, snow removal by
vendors, etc. Having the cameras and signs that note that video surveillance is taking place
will also be a deterrent for inappropriate behavior. These camera systems are much less
expensive than they used to be, are easy to install, and will give us peace of mind for a busy
church property. The Church Council agreed with me, and we’ve asked the Property
committee to take on this project to research and make recommendations, and we’ll keep
you informed. I will say that we also discussed making sure the surveillance is video only
and will be set so that it doesn’t record audio to protect everyone’s privacy. 

I look forward to serving you and all who wish to learn about and share Christ’s Truth. For
more information about our programs and to keep up on the latest news, go to our web site
at www.saintmarkglastonbury.org and check out our Facebook page. 
 
Peace and Love,
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Join us June 7th
at 10:15am

at St. James’ Episcopal Church
2584 Main Street
Glastonbury, CT

Please note that there will be NO 
worship at St. Mark that day.

If you can’t be here in person, 
please join us for Sunday worship 

via Zoom.
 

The link can be found on our website:
www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org
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DATE

 
LECTOR

PRAYER
LEADER

COMMUNION
ASSISTANT

 
SET-UP

June 14th Valerie Anne Deb Wendy

June 21st Mike Carol Ellen Z. Ellen Z.

June 28th Jan Ronald Dave T. Dottie

July 5th Dave R. Betsy Deb Ginny

July 12th Andrea Mark G. Mike Wendy

July 19th Jule Dave T. Berni Ellen Z.

July 26th Ronald Linda Ellen Z. Dottie

If you are interested in helping out or if there are any
questions, please contact Mike Davis. 

Date Video Audio

June 14th Mike Ray

June 21st Ronald Dave R.

June 28th Lee Linda H.

July 5th Lee

July 12th Dave T. Mike

July 19th Ronald Dave R.

July 26th Lee Linda H.

August 2nd Lee

August 9th Ray Mike

August 16th Dave R. Dave T.

August 23rd Lee Linda H.

August 30th Ray Mike

If you are interested in helping out 

please contact Lee Hilliard.
or if there are any questions
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Missions continues on page 6 

Missions Committee - Jan Frick
Carol's Closet
St. Mark regularly supports the Carol's Closet
ministry at St. James Episcopal Church in
Glastonbury through financial and in-kind
donations, plus helping out each month on the 
third Saturday to serve clients. The next Saturday for Carol’s Closet will be June 20th.
We are looking for one or two people who would be willing to help out from 9-11:30am
that day. Please speak with Jan Frick if you are interested and would like to get more
information.

Mother’s Day Plant Sale
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who supported this
year’s plant sale. It was an enormous success!! There
were four long tables filled with all types of flowers,
assorted plants, vegetables, and herbs. A Thrivent Action
Team grant was used to purchase plants and materials
from Draghi’s Farmstand in South Glastonbury. Proceeds
from the sale exceeded $800. WAY TO GO ST. MARK!!!! 

Half of the proceeds will be donated to Glastonbury Links Together and the other half
will be used to offset St. Mark's garden expenses. A very special note of appreciation
goes to Deb Gresens who contributed beautiful pots and helped with potting up many
of the plants. 

Glastonbury Links Together
Over the past several years, St. Mark has been providing weekend
food for elementary school aged children who are at risk of food
insecurity. St. Mark delivers the food on the second Friday of each
month of the school year. Presently, 42 students receive weekend
food, and the last delivery for St. Mark will be on Friday, June 12 . th

We are in need of food donations, especially lunch meals (mac & cheese, Ramen
noodles, cup of soup, etc.) and particularly meals that are dairy free. Please no cans,
as this makes it too heavy for the children to carry. 

During this upcoming summer, St. Mark will once again collaborate with other
Glastonbury Links Together organizations to support the WACY Camp at the Welles
Village Community Center. We are awaiting information as to Camp needs for snacks,
drinks, etc., for this summer.  As soon as we receive information, it will be shared 
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 Missions Committee - continued
through St. Mark's weekly mail chimp and also the Sunday service worship bulletin.
For more information about Glastonbury Links Together and WACY Camp, please
speak with Jan Frick.

St. Mark’s Garden
Three garden work sessions have already been held to place the new straw bales
around the border, weed the garden, and begin planting.  A Thrivent Action Team grant
was used to help offset some of the cost for the new straw bales.  Also, deliveries of
fresh asparagus have been made to Manchester Area Conference of Churches
(MACC) food kitchen. Ronald Kraatz planted the asparagus crowns two seasons ago,
and this is the first season that they could be harvested. This was great advance
planning and a terrific effort by Ronald!!  

We will be holding 'Cool of the Evening
Garden' sessions throughout the summer,
both to continue planting the garden and
then later on to harvest vegetables and
herbs. In the past, everything has been
donated to the MACC Food Pantry. We
will also be looking to provide the
Glastonbury Food Pantry with some of the
harvest. New this year are two free-
standing garden planters for those who love to garden but have difficulty with bending
over to do so. Many hands make for easy gardening and lots of fun and fellowship.
Please speak with Jan Frick for more information about how you can help make the
garden flourish and be plentiful to the glory of God.
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Our Collection Project for
the Anna Kobylarz Hope Foundation

During March and April, members of our church 
came together to collect new children's clothing, 
onesies, diapers, pull-ups, and baby wipes for young 
children to support the Anna Kobylarz Hope 
Foundation and their efforts to provide kits of 
supplies for families in need in Central Connecticut 
and children at CT Children's Medical Center. 

We received a Thrivent Action Grant to support the 
project and our members responded wonderfully. 
We collected more than three full boxes of supplies 
for the Foundation which helps them keep their 
expenses lower and impact more families in need. 
We also collected almost $200 in cash donations for 
the organization. 

In late April, after Anna returned from the Ukraine where she supports efforts to
provide medical care to orphans in the war-torn country, we made the delivery of
donated items and cash to Anna, and she was so happy for the gifts. We’re
sharing a photo of that delivery to Anna’s Butterfly Closet and thank you for your
support with this special project. 

For more information about the Anna Kobylarz Hope Foundation go to
https://annakobylarzhopefoundation.org/programs 

$1 from each Bloomin’ 4 Good bouquet 
purchasesd in July

will go to 
St. Mark 

Hunger Relief programs

Stop & Shop
55 Oak Street
Glastonbury

Stop & Shop
215 Glastonbury Blvd.

Glastonbury
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Jacob’s Well Cabaret ‘26 was a success thanks to many volunteers!
On Saturday, May 9th, at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary, was our eleventh annual Jacob’s Well Cabaret,
to benefit clean water projects through ELCA/goodgifts. We reached $800. this week, as all the
funds were totaled. We will place the order this week, and get those supplies and life-giving
resources out to the people who need them.

Thank you, Dan Dickau, for the extra work, and many offers to help, and well-wishes, as we set up
that day.

Thank you, Director, Adam Tortorello, and White Rabbit Theater, for Broadway! The songs, the
smiles, the sentiments from these classic Broadway shows really hit home with all of us. We
treasure our partnership with you, lo these eleven years. 

Thank you, Thrivent Financial, for provided an Action Team Grant! 

Thank you again to the basket assemblers: Jule Beer, Betsy Crayton, Jan Frick, JaneMarie
Galiette, Deb Gresens, Linda Hilliard, Melissa Tortorello. Thank you, Jan, for the Patriotic Baskets I
and II, which you kindly created amidst your time-consuming preparations for the Flower Sale the
next day. They were, and are, beautiful (mine is on my front stoop!)

Thank you, Hartford Symphony for donating 2 tickets for our HSO basket once again. 

Thank you to all who provided refreshments for the table: chocolate dipped pretzels, gluten-free
double chocolate brownies, fruit and veggie platters, cheese and meat platters, cookies, brownies,
and other snacks, which appeared and landed on the tables. 

Thank you for set-up help, and the dreaded take down and put away. I want to thank the St. Mark
members who did quite a bit of extra put-away the next morning, Mother’s Day, taking care of
some left-over issues that were left when Lee and I ran out of steam.

Thank you, Lee; I know all the hours you dedicated to creating and editing and enhancing the in-
formation slides and videos from the website, to help people actually understand where this
money goes, and how. We were able to update this information piece with the latest photos and
numbers.

I am thankful to the family of my dear friend, Clara Smith, who died October 27th, for donating the
50” television set to St. Mark, for church use, and it was used in the fellowship hall that evening,
and anywhere we need it, going forward. 

Fellowship Committee - Linda Hilliard

In summary, I liked what Eowyn, my grand
daughter, said to Adam, “When I saw you
guys, I said, “Lights, Camera, Action!” Thank you!
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Fellowship Committee - Continued

Fellowship Challenge!
Greetings. I have been speaking to Rylan Horbal, from the Hartford Yard Goats. On
Wednesday, August 19th, is an event: Faith and Family Night. (See the poster for
details)

The challenge is this: If we can sign up 25 people to attend this event, the tickets
will be $12.00 each. Lee and I will be in town, and can be numbers 1 and 2. 

Do you enjoy watching a live baseball game, and cheering on the team? 
Special games and music before the game?

There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Let’s say we get ten people from St. Mark’s
to sign up this week. Then, I can take the sheet to Concordia, Emanuel, and also to
St. James Episcopal, because I happen to be substituting on the organ bench there
on July 5th and 12th and August 2nd and 9th, so potentially I can scare up some
more sign-ups at our neighbor churches. So, HOP ABOARD the Fellowship
Challenge, and sign up! I’ll continue to watch the list during June and July, and hope
for the best. 

Thanks!
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Fellowship
 Teams

GF & Friends 
Jan
Anne
Linda O. 

Deb’s Team 
Deb
Leslie
Betsy 

Folk Group Friends 
Linda H. 
Lee 
Valerie 
Dave T 

Mark G.
Ronald
Mike
Bernie 

 

Dottie
Ginny
Lila
Caryl D.

 
Andrea
Carol W.
Ellen Z.
Al 

 

Godfellas Dottie’s Team Amigos& Amigas 

Summer Coffee Hour Schedule 
6/14  GF & Friends
6/21  Godfellas
6/28  Folk Group Friends

7/5    Amigos & Amigas
7/12  Dottie’s Team
7/19  Deb’s Team
7/26  GF & Friends

8/2   Godfellas
8/9   Folk Group Friends
8/16 Amigos & Amigas
8/23 Dottie’s Team
8/30 Deb’s Team



WEEK OF: TEAM

June 7th Deb/Mark G

June 14th Lee/Bernie

June 21st Ronald/Dave T.

June 28th Dave R./Russ

July 5th Ray/Mike

July 12th Dave R/Russ

July 19th Lee/Bernie

July 26th Ronald/Dave T.

August 2nd Deb/Mark G.

August 9th Ray/Mike

August 16th Dave R./Russ

August 23rd Lee/Bernie

August 30th Ronald/Dave T.

Please contact Ellen Z. by June 15 if you plan to attend.

 

All women of St. Mark are welcome!
 

Thursday, June 18
12:30pm

at Sadler’s Ordinary
61 N. Main Street
Marlborough, CT
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Office Notes - Ellen Dougherty
Greetings from the church office! Happy Summer!

You may notice that this issue of the Messenger looks a little different from previous
ones. In October, Microsoft will be discontinuing the Publisher app that has been used
to create our newsletter since before I started at St. Mark. I thought that since I didn’t
need to create a bulletin this week (Please check out Jazz Sunday at St. James’) this
summer newsletter was a good opportunity to play with the free version of  Canva, an
online app, to create the Messenger you are reading now. While this app has many
wonderful templates, our newsletter has had a signature look, with some tweaks here
and there, for over 20 years. I wanted to stay true to that original design, while taking
advantage of what Canva has to offer. 

Please be patient, as there is always a learning curve when using new tools. In the
meantime, I’d like to hear from you about what YOU want the church newsletter to be.
Why do YOU read the Messenger? How often should we publish? (Monthly, bimonthly,
quarterly?) What types of information do you want to see? What, if anything, would
you like to include (Your own regular column? Your committee updates? etc.)? Please
shoot me an email at churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org and let me know your
thoughts!

It is quiet in the church without  VRABE
here.They celebrated their last day of
school on May 24  with a delicious pot-
luck lunch. ESL, GED and Family
Learning will return in September. 

th

A special thank you goes out to Mona
(everyone’s grandma) who always insists
on feeding me every Tuesday and
Thursday, and doesn’t take no for an
answer. I’m looking forward to VRABE
returning in the fall. 
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The Boom Chicka Challenge is Calumet’s at-home version of the Obstacle and Trail Challenge, 
our annual 5K event at camp.

Whether you’re joining us in person or participating from home, this is a way to get moving, have fun, 
and support Calumet from wherever you are.

If you’ve joined us for Boom Chicka Move in the past, welcome back. This year’s challenge includes some new
elements, including at-home obstacles and a new scoring system.

How it works:
Participants take on a flexible, at-home challenge over the course of the summer. You can go at your own pace
and complete as much or as little as you’d like.
You’ll track three things:
5ks completed
Walk, run, roll, or move your way through as many 5s as you want. (A 5k is 3.1 miles)
Challenge activities
Complete simple, everyday “obstacles” that we will provide on a scorecard (Think carrying groceries or tackling
a household task).
Funds raised
Invite friends and family to support your participation and give to Calumet.
Each activity earns points, and you’ll keep track using our scorecard.
What to do:
🏃 Complete a 5K (your pace, your place!)
💪 Try out the at-home challenges
📝 Submit your scorecard by August 27
Registration:
Registration is $30 and includes access to the challenge and scorecard.
Challenge starts June 1st!
T-shirts are available for $12.
IMPORTANT: If you are already registered for the Obstacle and Trail Challenge at Calumet, you are
automatically included in the Boom Chicka Challenge at no additional cost.
👉 Register here!
👉 Download the scorecard

www.calumet.org 
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The 2nd Annual Calumet Obstacle & Trail Challenge is happening 
on August 29, 2026 

and registration is now OPEN!

From Jackman Ridge to the Outdoor Chapel to wonderful Ossipee Lake, you’ll take on a 5K trail
that spans the entire Calumet property with a dozen obstacles built in along the way.

This year, we’re offering both a running race and a walking race, so even more people can get
involved, push themselves, and raise money to help send kids to camp. Whether you’re in it to
win it or just showing up for a great cause, there’s a spot for you at the starting line.

Challenge yourself. Support camp. Make a difference.

Register here: https://calumet.org/calumet-obstacle-trail-challenge

www.calumet.org 
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June Birthdays
6/4    Al Medina
6/6    Nanci Orend
6/17  Smaran Nethala
6/17  Christine Putre
6/23  Mike Davis
6/28  Mark Gresens

July Birthdays
7/10  Clara Hancock
7/26  Bernie Clark
7/21  Cathleen Decker
7/30  Ellie Hancock

July Birthdays
8/9    Ray Frick
8/17  Anand Nethala
8/19  Deb Gresens
8/28  Ginny Rutz

Anniversaries
6/17  Steve & Christine Putre
6/18  Bernie & Andrea Clark
6/26  Mark & Betsy Crayton

7/31  Mark & Deb Gresens

8/7    Ronald Kraatz & Eleanor Tunney
8/12  John & Dottie Marschhausen
8/13  Don & Nanci Orend
8/26  Ray & Jan Frick
8/29  Dave & Ginny Rutz



June 2026           St. Mark Community Calendar

Rapid
Response
7:00pm



2026

For an updated calendar, please visit our website: www.saintmarkglastonbury.orgt

Community Calendar

http://www.saintmarkglastonbury.org/


2026 St. Mark Community Calendar



 

 
President 
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer 

Dave Obedzinski
Ronald Kraatz 
Betsy Crayton 
Linda Obedzinski

Financial Secretary David Taylor 

 

 
Andrea Clark
Mark Crayton
Mark Gresens (Chair) 
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Saint Mark Congregation Council and Lay Leadership 
Officers

StaffSupportCommittee 

75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033 
(860) 633-1188 

email: ChurchOffice@SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 
Website: www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

Facebook: www.Facebook.com/LutheranChurchofStMark
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury 

Minister of Music - Martin Smith msmith568@att.net 
Office Manager - Ellen Topel Dougherty churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org 
Sexton - Dan Dickau 
Ministers- The people of St. Mark 

Members-at-large
Jule Beer
Jan Frick
Leslie O’Rourke
Carol Weber
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75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033 

Visit The Lutheran Church of St. Mark Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark

Stay current on photos and new events by “liking” us. 
http://www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org

http://www.NESynod.org

http://www.ELCA.org 
 
If you have a change in your email, phone or address, 
please contact the Church Office, (860) 633-1188 or email:
ChurchOffice@SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark
https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark
https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark
http://www.saintmarkglastonbury.org/
http://www.nesynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/
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	Fellowship Challenge! Greetings. I have been speaking to Rylan Horbal, from the Hartford Yard Goats. On Wednesday, August 19th, is an event: Faith and Family Night. (See the poster for details)
	The challenge is this: If we can sign up 25 people to attend this event, the tickets will be $12.00 each. Lee and I will be in town, and can be numbers 1 and 2.
	Do you enjoy watching a live baseball game, and cheering on the team?  Special games and music before the game?
	There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Let’s say we get ten people from St. Mark’s to sign up this week. Then, I can take the sheet to Concordia, Emanuel, and also to St. James Episcopal, because I happen to be substituting on the organ bench there on July 5th and 12th and August 2nd and 9th, so potentially I can scare up some more sign-ups at our neighbor churches. So, HOP ABOARD the Fellowship Challenge, and sign up! I’ll continue to watch the list during June and July, and hope for the best.
	Thanks!

	Fellowship
	Teams
	GF & Friends  Jan Anne Linda O.
	Deb’s Team  Deb Leslie Betsy
	Folk Group Friends  Linda H.  Lee  Valerie  Dave T
	Godfellas
	Mark G. Ronald Mike Bernie

	Dottie’s Team
	Dottie Ginny Lila Caryl D.

	Amigos& Amigas
	Andrea Carol W. Ellen Z. Al


	Summer Coffee Hour Schedule
	8/2   Godfellas 8/9   Folk Group Friends 8/16 Amigos & Amigas 8/23 Dottie’s Team 8/30 Deb’s Team
	6/14  GF & Friends 6/21  Godfellas 6/28  Folk Group Friends
	7/5    Amigos & Amigas 7/12  Dottie’s Team 7/19  Deb’s Team 7/26  GF & Friends

	Thursday, June 18 12:30pm
	at Sadler’s Ordinary 61 N. Main Street Marlborough, CT
	All women of St. Mark are welcome!
	Please contact Ellen Z. by June 15 if you plan to attend.

	Office Notes - Ellen Dougherty
	Greetings from the church office! Happy Summer!
	You may notice that this issue of the Messenger looks a little different from previous ones. In October, Microsoft will be discontinuing the Publisher app that has been used to create our newsletter since before I started at St. Mark. I thought that since I didn’t need to create a bulletin this week (Please check out Jazz Sunday at St. James’) this summer newsletter was a good opportunity to play with the free version of  Canva, an online app, to create the Messenger you are reading now. While this app has many wonderful templates, our newsletter has had a signature look, with some tweaks here and there, for over 20 years. I wanted to stay true to that original design, while taking advantage of what Canva has to offer.
	Please be patient, as there is always a learning curve when using new tools. In the meantime, I’d like to hear from you about what YOU want the church newsletter to be. Why do YOU read the Messenger? How often should we publish? (Monthly, bimonthly, quarterly?) What types of information do you want to see? What, if anything, would you like to include (Your own regular column? Your committee updates? etc.)? Please shoot me an email at churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org and let me know your thoughts!
	It is quiet in the church without  VRABE here.They celebrated their last day of school on May 24th with a delicious pot-luck lunch. ESL, GED and Family Learning will return in September.
	A special thank you goes out to Mona (everyone’s grandma) who always insists on feeding me every Tuesday and Thursday, and doesn’t take no for an answer. I’m looking forward to VRABE returning in the fall.

	www.calumet.org
	www.calumet.org
	The 2nd Annual Calumet Obstacle & Trail Challenge is happening  on August 29, 2026  and registration is now OPEN!
	From Jackman Ridge to the Outdoor Chapel to wonderful Ossipee Lake, you’ll take on a 5K trail that spans the entire Calumet property with a dozen obstacles built in along the way.
	This year, we’re offering both a running race and a walking race, so even more people can get involved, push themselves, and raise money to help send kids to camp. Whether you’re in it to win it or just showing up for a great cause, there’s a spot for you at the starting line.
	Challenge yourself. Support camp. Make a difference.
	Register here: https://calumet.org/calumet-obstacle-trail-challenge

	June Birthdays
	July Birthdays
	July Birthdays
	Anniversaries
	2026
	Community Calendar

	2026
	Saint Mark Congregation Council and Lay Leadership
	Officers
	Members-at-large
	StaffSupportCommittee

	Visit The Lutheran Church of St. Mark Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark Stay current on photos and new events by “liking” us.
	http://www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org http://www.NESynod.org http://www.ELCA.org

