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www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

The Messenger 
February & March 2026 

 
 

Our Mission:  
In joy,  

we share 
Christ’s truth. 

Sunday 
Worship 

9:00am 

Our Guiding  
Principles 

 
1. We trust in 

God’s promises. 

 

2. We base our 

actions on 

Christ’s love and 

teachings. 

 

3. We practice 

spiritual 

disciplines. 

 

4. We welcome, 

nurture, and 

respect each 

other. 

 

5. We serve our 

local community, 

and the world. 

  1 

If you can’t be here in person,  
please join us for worship via Zoom: 

 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83012447324?

pwd=aWwzUTBITTZoN3dZVFlqalQ0QlhvQT09 
Meeting ID: 830 1244 7324    Passcode: 15172025 

Call Update 

The call committee has been formed with Dave Taylor (chair), Mark 
Crayton, Valerie Taft, Linda Hilliard, Dave Obedzinski, and Ann Davis.  
On Sunday February 8

th
, the Rev. Mark Lingle, our synod support  

person, will be at St. Mark to conduct the service, as John Prosen will 
be on vacation. After the service, Mark will be available during fellow-
ship for questions. Afterwards, the call committee and council will 
meet with him. It is exciting to finally get to this point in the call        
process. 

The budget meeting on Feb. 1
st 

will present a surplus budget based 
on supply worship leaders for the remainder of the year. We simply do 
not know the cost of a part-time pastor. Depending on medical         
insurance needs, housing needs, and experience, the cost could vary.  
But, let’s be hopeful and faithful that the Spirit will move us and the 
right person into the same sacred space. 

Please join us for an ecumenical Ash Wednesday service on Feb. 18
th
 

at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Manchester. Then on Thursdays join 
us in the evening at St. Mark at 6:15pm for a light supper and Vespers 
at 7:00pm. Matins continue Tuesday morning at 9:00am via ZOOM. 
These are 3 good ways to help you in your Lenten Journey. 

I was going to conclude with hope to see you in church, but as John 
has been preaching, the Church is all the believers in the world. So, I 
hope to see you both at St. Mark and around the community being the 
Church. 
 

        Ray 

http://www.saintmarkglastonbury.org/
http://www.elca.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83012447324?pwd=aWwzUTBITTZoN3dZVFlqalQ0QlhvQT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83012447324?pwd=aWwzUTBITTZoN3dZVFlqalQ0QlhvQT09
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If you are interested in helping out or if there are any questions,  
please contact Mike Davis.  

February and March AV/Tech Volunteers 

February and March Worship Assistants 

If you are interested in helping out or if there are any questions,  
please contact Lee Hilliard.  

  
DATE 

  
LECTOR 

PRAYER 

LEADER 

COMMUN-
ION 

ASSISTANT 

  
SET-UP 

February 1 Leslie Betsy Deb Ellen Z. 

February 8 Mark G. Jan Mike Wendy 

February 15 Jan Ellen Z. Leslie Dottie 

February 22 Deb Ronald Dave T. Ginny 

March 1 Mike Jan Deb Ellen Z. 

March 8 Andrea Anne Bernie Wendy 

March 15 Jule Dave T. Mike Dottie 

March 22 Mark C. Betsy Ellen Z. Ginny 

March 29 
(Palm/Passion 

Sunday) 
Valerie Linda O. Leslie Ellen Z. 

Date Video Audio 

2/1 Lee H. Linda H. 

2/8 Ronald R. Lee H. 

2/15 Dave R. Mike D. 

2/22 Lee H. Linda H. 

Thursday Vespers 2/26 TBD 

3/1 Lee H. Linda H. 

Thursday Vespers 3/5 Ray F. 

3/8 Mike D. Ray F. 

Thursday Vespers 3/12 Dave T. 

3/15 Ronald K. Dave R. 

Thursday Vespers 3/19 Ray F. 

3/22 Mike D. Dave T. 

Thursday Vespers 3/26 Dave T. 

3/29 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
Lee H. Linda H. 
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Please join our friends 

 from Emanuel & Concordia Lutheran Churches 
 

10:00am—12:00pm  Imposition of Ashes at 
     Emanuel Lutheran Church 
     60 Church Street 
     Manchester, CT 
 
7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service with  
  Holy Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes 
  Led by Pastor Joanna Hertzog Betkoski 
  Emanuel Lutheran Church 
  60 Church Street 
  Manchester, CT 

Please note that there will be no Ash Wednesday service at St. Mark. 

Ash Wednesday is February 18
th

 

Thursdays during Lent: 

February 26, March 5, March 12, 
March 19, March 26 

 

  6:15pm  Soup Supper 
  7:00pm  Vespers In-Person & via Zoom 
 

AND BREAD 
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Missions continues on page 5 

Missions Committee — Jan Frick 

Weekend Food Needed!! 

We are asking everyone to consider donating food in support of the week-
end food that we deliver to the town’s elementary schools each month. 
Currently, we have very little food for the upcoming February delivery on 
Friday the 13

th
. If you are able to donate any of the following items, then please 

bring these to church and leave them in the basket by the front entrance. We need:  

• individual breakfast items (instant oatmeal cups and small cereal boxes) 

• fruit snacks (applesauce/mixed fruit cups and fruit snack packages) 

• individual lunch items (mac & cheese cups, instant soups, other pasta or noodle 
meals) 

• lunch snacks (granola bars, chips and pretzels, peanut butter and cheese  
cracker packages) 

A huge thank you in advance for helping to alleviate the weekend food insecurity  
experienced by many of the town’s elementary school students. For more              
information, contact Jan Frick. 

 

Carol’s Closet Information 

Clothing - for Feb/March - we will only be collecting men's and women's coats, and 
winter sweaters/tops. Gloves/hats/scarves and very gently used boots are              
welcome. We are cutting back on collecting pants as neither men nor women seem to 
take them, likely because they really need to be tried on and they don't want to do 
that.   

Incontinence & Hygiene products  - Incontinence liners, pads, and briefs as well as 
liners/pads for those with a period are items that are provided only via donation.  We 
do not use funds collected for Carol's Closet for these items, so these donations are 
greatly appreciated. 
• Women's briefs - we have a huge abundance of size L. We do not need any Large 

for some time. However we are completely out of S/M or Medium. There is some 
need for XL. 

• Men's briefs - we do not have a huge need for these, but it is helpful to have a 
small supply; we can use a few packages. 

• Pads - we have plenty of incontinence pads right now 

• Liners - this is the biggest need.  Looking for liners for bladder control. 

If folks want to donate paper towels, tissue, toilet paper, soap, deodorant, tooth-
paste - the things we do purchase with funds, but our money goes further if we 
also get donations - these are the specifications needed: 
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• Paper towels -  single wrapped rolls 

• Toilet paper - packages of 4 (preference) or individually wrapped single rolls 

• Tissue - single flat boxes. Square boxes are okay, we just have to give 2 in a bag. 

• Soap - Dove, Palmolive, unscented soaps - either single bars or packages of                  
2 or 3. 

• Toothpaste - full size tubes only (we don't give out the travel sizes) 
 

Please put donations for Carol’s Closet in the St. Mark coat room. Thank you! 

Missions Committee — Continued 
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Bible Study 
Sundays at 6:00pm 

 in the church lounge 
 

We are watching and discussing Season 2 of  
The Chosen. There is a companion study book. Please contact 
Jan Frick if you would like a copy.  

Christian Education Committee — Jan Frick 

Mid-Week Lenten Services 

The theme for the upcoming mid-week Lenten services will be “A   
Different Kind of Fast – Feeding Our True Hunger and Thirsts.” While 
the physical practice of fasting during Lent might be considered out-
dated or somehow inconsequential in our modern times, this theme 
of a different kind of fast focuses on a spiritual journey of fasting during Lent. It relates 
to our deepest spiritual needs, our hungering and thirsting for relationship with God 
and with each other. Mid-week services will be Matins on Tuesdays at 9am via zoom 
and Vespers on Thursdays at 7pm in-person and via zoom. There will be a soup and 
bread fellowship time starting at 6:15pm before Vespers. Please sign up on the nar-
thex board if you plan to come for the fellowship meal. For more information, contact 
Jan Frick. 
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Fellowship Committee — Linda Hilliard 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Thursday, February 19 
12:30pm 

 

 

 

Please contact Ellen Z. by February 17 if you plan to attend.  
All women of St. Mark are welcome! 

 

The Hollow  
at Manchester Country Club 

305 S. Main Street 
Manchester, CT 

FELLOWSHIP NEWSFLASH… 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
JACOB’S WELL CABARET 2026 

 
Theme: Broadway!! 

This will be year 11 of our collaboration with White Rabbit Theater, to benefit World 
Hunger Projects. 

Date: Saturday, May 9
th
, 6:30 in the sanctuary. 

Break out your dancing shoes, or a karaoke version of your favorite Broadway tune.   

Help wanted: Co-Chair for this event. 

 

Let’s Have an Easter Breakfast!  
Sunday, April 5th at 8:15am 

 
Please sign up on the bulletin board—write your name, how many are coming, and 
write what you would like to bring. People signing up will see what others have      
written, and can plan accordingly. Examples:  gluten-free items, fruit, veggies, granola 
and yogurt, quiche, muffins, coffee cake, egg casserole, sausage links, juices, bagels, 
small finger sandwiches, meat... 
 
Thank you!   
 
Linda H. 
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Fellowship  
Teams 

GF & Friends 
Jan  
Anne 
Linda O. 

Deb’s Team 
Deb 
Leslie 
Betsy 

Dottie’s Team 
Dottie 
Ginny 
Lila 
Caryl D. 

Amigos & Amigas 
Andrea  
Carol W. 
Ellen Z. 
Al 

Godfellas 
Mark G. 
Ronald 
Mike  
Bernie 

December & January Coffee Hour Schedule 

Folk Group Friends 
Linda H. 
Lee  
Valerie 
Dave T 

2/1   Dottie’s Team 
2/8   Godfellas  
2/15   Folk Group Friends 
2/22   GF & Friends 

3/1   Deb’s Team 
3/8    Amigos & Amigas 
3/15  Folk Group Friends 
3/22  Godfellas 
3/29  GF & Friends 
 

Thanks to all who set up  
our Christmas Tree! 

VRABE 
Celebrates! 
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Property Committee  — Deb Gresens 

Property Committee Members: Dave Rutz, Leslie O’Rourke, Jule Beer, 
Andrea Clark, Deb Gresens 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring is only 45 days, 21 hours, 8 minutes, and 45 seconds away or 7 Mondays… 
not that I’m counting. 

 
THANK YOU…giant thank yous are in order for Jule Beer, Dave Rutz and their       
Advent crew. The church looked wonderful for the season of Advent.  

Happenings at St. Mark’s… 

Building Use-The following groups will be using the Fellowship Hall and/or the   
Sanctuary:   

CT Rose Society will meet monthly in the Fellowship Hall, February through 
May. Please check the bulletin board for meeting dates, time and topics. All are 
welcome. 
Jacob’s Well/Cabaret will be held in the Sanctuary May 9

th
. Details will be     

announced soon. 

Upcoming- 
 Lent-Worship & Music has established times and activities for Lent. Please  
 check the bulletin board in the Narthex for opportunities to participate.  
 Soup and bread are on the menu!! 

 



Page 10 

 

St. Mark Treasurer — Linda Obedzinski 

Here is the list of the church's funds as of the end of the fourth quarter of 2025. For 
any questions, please speak with Linda Obedzinski, treasurer.  

February & March  
Offering Counters 

Making Your Offering  
Electronically by Venmo  

 

Your Church Offerings can be sent     
directly via the App or Application  

Venmo@stmark-Glastonbury.  
For questions on how to use Venmo, 
contact Dave Taylor at 860-796-1678.  

 
Thank you for keeping your offerings 

current so that our church 
can operate effectively for 

our congregation. 

DATE TEAM MEMBERS 

2/1 Dave T., Lee 

2/8 Dave T., Ron 

2/15 Andrea, Betsy, Ellen Z., Valerie 

2/22 Mike, Mark G., Mark C. 
3/1 Ray, Jule 

3/8 Dave O., Bernie, Leslie 

3/15 Dave T., Lee 

3/22 Dave T., Ron 

3/29 Andrea, Betsy, Ellen Z., Valerie 
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www.calumet.org 

http://www.calumet.org
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March 20-22, 2026 

February Birthdays 

2/5    Bill Raabe 
2/16  Leslie O’Rourke 
2/17  Matthew Beveridge 
2/21  Carol Bell  

 
February Anniversaries 

2/14  Lee & Linda Hilliard 
2/23  Anand & Seguna Nethala 

March Birthdays 
 

3/3    Michael Taylor 
3/5    Matthew Frick 
3/6    Philip Crayton 
3/9    Stephanie Moshier 
3/10  Antonio Fernandez Decker 
3/11  Russell Beveridge 
3/24  Steve Putre 

     3/27  Holly Jacobs   
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For an updated calendar please visit our website: www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  & 
Congregation 
Meeting 

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

2 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

3 
Matins 
9:00am 

Property 
Meeting 
4:00pm 

W&M 
5:00pm 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

4 
VRABE 
9:00am 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

5 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

6 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

7 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

8 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 
 

9 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

10 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

11 
VRABE 
9:00am 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

12 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

13 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

14 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

15 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour 

Potter’s 
Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

16 Presidents’   

            Day 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

17 
Matins 
9:00am 
 

18 Ash   

  Wednesday 
 
Worship at 
Emanuel in 
Manchester 
7:00pm 

19 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 
 

20 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

21 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

22 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour 

Potter’s 
Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

23 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

24 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

25 
VRABE 
9:00am 

26 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

Soup Supper 
6:15pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

Choir 
7:30pm 

27 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

28 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

 

 

http://www.saintmarkglastonbury.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

2 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

3 
Matins 
9:00am 

Property 
Meeting 
4:00pm 

W&M 
5:00pm 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

4 
VRABE 
9:00am 

5 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

Soup Supper 
6:15pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

Choir 

6 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

7 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

8 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

9 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

10 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

11 
VRABE 
9:00am 

12 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

Soup Supper 
6:15pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

Choir 
7:30pm 

13 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

14 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

15 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

16 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

17 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

18 
VRABE 
9:00am 

19 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

Soup Supper 
6:15pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

Choir 

20 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

21 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

22 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

23 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

24 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

25 
VRABE 
9:00am 

26 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

Soup Supper 
6:15pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

Choir 
7:30pm 

27 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

28 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

29Palm Sunday 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

30 Holy  

      Week 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

31 Holy  

      Week 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

    

March 2026       St. Mark Community Calendar 
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Saint Mark Congregation Council and Lay Leadership 

Officers 
President  Ray Frick 
Vice President Mike Davis 
Secretary  Carol Weber 
Treasurer  Linda Obedzinski 
Financial Secretary David Taylor 
 

Staff Support Committee 
Andrea Clark 
Mark Crayton 
Mark Gresens (Chair) 

Mutual Ministry Committee 
David Obedzinski 
Anne Davis 
Bernie Clark 

Ministry Committee Chairs 
Education   Jan Frick 
Fellowship   Linda Hilliard 
Missions   Open 
Outreach   Open 
Property   Deb Gresens 
Stewardship   Ronald Kraatz 
Member-at-large  Betsey Crayton 
Worship   Open 

75 Griswold Street,  Glastonbury, CT  06033 

(860) 633-1188 

email: ChurchOffice@SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

Website:  www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org   

Facebook:  www.Facebook.com/LutheranChurchofStMark 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury  

 

                           

Minister of Music - Martin Smith                                 msmith568@att.net 

Office Manager - Ellen Topel Dougherty  churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org  
Sexton - Dan Dickau 
Ministers- The people of St. Mark 

Saint Mark Members: 
Please join us for our 

Congregation  
Budget Meeting 

Sunday, February 1  
following worship 

 
 

 
Thrivent Members:  

Please remember to donate your  
2025 Thrivent Choice Dollars  

by March 31st 

mailto:ChurchOffice@StMarkGlastonbury.org
http://www.StMarkGlastonbury.org
https://www.Facebook.com/LutheranChurchofStMark
https://www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury
mailto:msmith568@att.net
mailto:churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org


75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033 

Visit The Lutheran Church of St. Mark Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark 

Stay current on photos and new events by “liking” us. 
http://www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

http://www.NESynod.org 

http://www.ELCA.org 

 

If you have a change in your email, phone or address,  
please contact the Church Office, (860) 633-1188 or email:  
ChurchOffice@SaintMarkGlastonbury.org  

https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark
http://www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org
http://www.NESynod.org
http://www.ELCA.org
mailto:churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org

