The Lutheran Church of St. Mark
75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Phone: (860) 633-1188
Email: churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Service of Word and Sacrament
October 11, 2026

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’
parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy
God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which
surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the
wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY!!

Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.
We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality.

Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.
*Stand as you are able, in body or spirit.
The responses of the people are printed in bold.


mailto:churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org

GATHERING

PRELUDE

*We gather in the name of the Father and the & Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen

* CONFESSION

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the
earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Please kneel or sit for the confession.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world
and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain
our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call
to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and
reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through =+ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this
healing gift of grace. Amen.
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* APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And also with you.




*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life
with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable,
just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING ISAIAH 25:1-9

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory
banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will
be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation.

A reading from Isaiah:

'O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you have done
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2 For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin; the palace of foreigners is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. * For you
have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the
rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter
rainstorm, ° the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the
shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled. ¢ On this mountain the Lord of hosts will
make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with
marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. ” And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud
that is cast over all peoples, the covering that is spread over all nations; ® he will swallow up
death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. ° It will be said on
that day, “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the
Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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"The Lord | is my shepherd,;
I shall not | be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
3You restore my ! soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
>You prepare a table before me in the presence ! of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ! running over.
% Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. R

SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give
thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and
minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

A reading from Philippians:

! My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved. 21 urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in
the Lord. ® Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my
coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.  Rejoice in the Lord always; again T will
say, Rejoice. ° Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. ” And the peace of God, which surpasses all



understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. ® Finally, brothers and
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever

is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. ® As for the things that you have learned and
received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GGOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music: Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.




*(GOSPEL READING MATTHEW 22:1-4

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all,
but the invitation is not to be taken lightly.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22°¢ Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

! Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. * Again he sent
other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the
wedding banquet.” > But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, ® while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. ” The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. ® Then he said
to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. ° Go therefore into
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” ' Those slaves went
out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding
hall was filled with guests. ! “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, > and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in
here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. '* Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '* For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY
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Text: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955, Misa popular salvadoreiia; tr. Bret Hesla, b. 1957, and William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956

Music: VAMOS TODOS AL BANQUETE, Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955
Text and music © 1994, 1996 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

* AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism, and we come before God with Jennifer
as she makes an affirmation of her baptism into Christ.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in
baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and
nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen.



Profession of Faith
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that
rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response:
I renounce them.
Leader addresses the candidate and the assembly.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Affirmation

Y ou have made profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Response: 1 do, and I ask God to help and guide me.



People of God, do you promise to support Jennifer and pray for her in her life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.

Stir up in Jennifer the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy
in your presence, both now and forever.

Jennifer, we rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together, as members of the
Lutheran Church of St. Mark, we will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the
good news to all the world. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The assisting minister prays the petition. The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in your
mercy with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be to God”
The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.”

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.

Into your hands... Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

MEAL

*THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Open Our Hearts, Lord
text: Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471), transl. Richard Whitford, ca. 1530 music: Philip A. Young

Open our hearts, Lord, into the beholding of Your laws, and in Your commandments
teach us to walk.

Give us the grace to know and to understand Your will, and with great reverence and
diligence to remember Y our many benefits, That we may offer to You again due
thanks.

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.



*PREFACE DIALOGUE
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*COMMUNION INVITATION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT

All are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a gluten-free host. Grape juice is
available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do not or choose not to partake of the sacrament
today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over

your chest in the form of an X.

COMMUNION HYMNS
Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



Come, let us eat
n Leader or All
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Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.

Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt.
Text sts. 1-3 and tune © Lutheran World Federation; text st. 4 and music adapt. © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION

Those not receiving communion are invited to pray the following while communion is being distributed:

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you are
truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death and
resurrection. | seek you daily and worship and adore you. When I cannot receive you in the
eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, as you
always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the proclamation of your holy
Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may remain united to you by your all-
powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you and be nourished by your
abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels for my very
human journey, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death. I

pray this, trusting that you are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen.



*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

*PoST COMMUNION PRAYER

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of
the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace * bless you now and forever. Amen.
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.



*DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Sent forth by God'’s blessing

WELCOME OUR NEWEST ST. MARK MEMBER, JENNIFER RODRIGUEZ!

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Leslie & Shaun O’Rourke
in celebration of our 37" wedding anniversary.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Please join us this evening for Bible Study at 5:00pm in the conference room. We are
watching episodes from Season 3 of the TV series, 'The Chosen'. Participation is both
in-person and via zoom. For more information, please contact Jan Frick.

e Join us for Matins via Zoom on Tuesdays at 9:00am and Vespers via Zoom on
Wednesdays at 7:00pm. The link is available on our website.

e The next Lunch Bunch will Thursday, October 15 at 12:30pm: Sadler’s Ordinary, 61 N.
Main Street, Marlborough, CT. Please RSVP to Ellen Z. by October 13.

e St. Mark Members: Please join us Saturday, October 24 at 6pm for a Meet & Greet
reception for our candidate for Pastor and then join us for a Special Congregation
Meeting following 8:30am Worship on Sunday, October 25. Please note that there will
be no Zoom available that day.



THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:

Sunday, October 11 9:00am Service of Word and Sacrament
Followed by Coffee Hour
Sponsored by Dottie’s Team
5:00pm Bible Study
Tuesday, October 13 9:00am Matins via Zoom
Wednesday, October 14 7:00pm Vespers via Zoom
Thursday, October 15 12:30pm Lunch Bunch
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, October 18 9:00am Service of Word and Sacrament
Followed by Coffee Hour
Sponsored by GF & Friends
5:00pm Bible Study
[=]
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	First Reading Isaiah 25:1-9
	Second Reading  Philippians 4:1-9

