The Lutheran Church of St. Mark
75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033

Church Office (860) 633-1188
Email: ChurchOffice@StMarkGlastonbury.org

Service of Word and Sacrament
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to
prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission
in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of
darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.


mailto:ChurchOffice@StMarkGlastonbury.org

WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY!!

Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate.
We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality.

Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.
*Stand as you are able, in body or spirit.
The responses of the people are printed in bold.

GATHERING

PRELUDE

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ 1s risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and
sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

Amen.
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939

Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626; arr. Adrian Engels, 19062003
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 1967 Gooi en Sticht, BV, Baarn, The Netherlands, admin. OCP, 5536 N. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
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*(GGREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING ACTS 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to
serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God'’s
word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

A reading from Acts:

> Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *® “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” >’ But they covered their ears, and with a
loud shout all rushed together against him. 3® Then they dragged him out of the city and
began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
Y While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” °* Then he
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he
had said this, he died.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALMODY 31:1-5, 15-16
The refrain is sung by all at the beginning of the Psalm and then at each R.

Refrain
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"In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame;
deliver me ! in your righteousness.
2 Incline your ! ear to me;
make haste to de-! liver me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.
*Take me out of the net that they have secretly ! set for me,
for you are my tow- | er of strength. R
3 Into your hands I com- ! mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth.
15 My times are ! in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who ! persecute me.
161 et your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.” R

SECOND READING 1 PETER 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God'’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy
people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

A reading from 1 Peter:

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation * if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. * Come to him, a living stone,
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones let
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ® For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion
a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to
shame.” 7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The
stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” ® and “A stone that
makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey
the word, as they were destined to do. ? But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a



holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. ' Once you were not a people, but now
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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I am the way, the truth, | and the life.
No one comes to the Father ex- | cept through me.
*(GOSPEL READING JOHN 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom
God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? * And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to
the place where I am going.” ° Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” © Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” ® Philip said to him, “Lord,
show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ° Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? ' Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who
dwells in me does his works. !! Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me,
but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. !> Very truly, I tell you, the



one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because I am going to the Father. 1*I will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. '*If in my name you ask me for anything, I will

doit.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY
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strife.  “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv. - ing!”
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistlicle Kirchengesédnge, Kiln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

*NICENE CREED
Living together in trust and hope we confess what we believe.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen



*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The prayer leader prays the petition. The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in your
mercy” with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be to
God.” The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.”

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.

Into your hands... Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

MEAL

*THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Call Ralph Vaughn Williams
(Text and tune may be found at ELW 816)

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

*PREFACE DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



*PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed ... unending hymn:

*SANCTUS
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You are indeed... until he comes:
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

*COMMUNION INVITATION

Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT

All are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a gluten-free host. Grape juice is
available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do not or choose not to partake of the sacrament
today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over

your chest in the form of an X.

COMMUNION HYMNS
Lamb of God
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



You are our living bread Michael Joncas
Refrain: 1st time: Cantor, all repeat; thereafter: All
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2. wine, on my blood of __ suf - fringand shame.
3. name, theream | in the midst_ of __ them.
© 1979, OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION

Those not receiving communion are invited to pray the following while communion is being distributed.:

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you are
truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death and
resurrection. I seek you daily and worship and adore you. When I cannot receive you in the
eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, as you
always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the proclamation of your holy
Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may remain united to you by your all-
powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you and be nourished by your
abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels for my very
human journey, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death. I
pray this, trusting that you are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen.



*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BENEDICTION

The God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and forever. Amen.



ELW 389

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Toccata

*SENDING HYMN Christ is alive! Let Christians sing
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us tonight at 6:00pm in the church lounge for Bible Study.

Join us for Easter Weekday Prayer Offices via Zoom: Matins on Tuesdays at 9:00am
and Vespers on Wednesdays at 7:00pm. Zoom link can be found on our website:
www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org

We are very much in need of microwavable lunch meals (mac & cheese, Chef
Boyardee, etc) for the school backpack program. Put donations in the bin by the front
door in the narthex. No cans, please, as they are too heavy for the kids to carry.

On Saturday, May 9th, beginning at 6:30, The Lutheran Church of St. Mark will be
holding our 11th annual Jacob's Well Cabaret event and silent auction. Our sanctuary
becomes a stage.. Our halls will be filled with round tables, a refreshment table, and a
silent auction display. There will be live entertainment, on this year’s theme,
BROADWAY! provided by White Rabbit Theater, directed by Adam Tortorello, and
also, St. Mark talent. Appetizers, hot and cold drinks provided, BYOB if desired. Our
silent auction consists of handmade items as well as several large themed gift baskets.
Upon arrival, guests will purchase red tickets for $1 each. During the evening, tickets are
dropped into the bag at each basket and station, and names are drawn for the winners
around 8:30. There will also be a basket for general donations to our projects for clean
water, which we support via the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
World Hunger projects. Come and bring a friend, and some dollar bills for tickets!
Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex.

This year’s Mother’s Day Plant Sale will be held next Sunday, May 10 prior to and
following the worship service. As in the past, there will be plenty of ready-to-gift flower
baskets and potted plants for your Mother, Grandmother, special Aunt, or other loved
ones.

The next Lunch Bunch will be Thursday, May 21 at 12:30pm, at The Mill on the River
in South Windsor. Please RSVP to Ellen Z. by Monday May 18.



http://www.saintmarkglastonbury.org/

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:

Sunday, May 3 9:00am Service of Word and Sacrament
followed by Coffee Hour
sponsored by Godfellas
& Spring Tea

6:00pm Bible Study
Tuesday, May 5 9:00am Matins via Zoom
4:00pm Property Committee Meeting
5:00pm Worship & Music Committee Meeting

Wednesday, May 6 7:00pm Vespers via Zoom

Thursday, May 7 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, May 9 6:30pm Jacob’s Well Cabaret

Sunday, May 10 Mother’s Day

9:00am Service of Word and Sacrament
followed by Coffee Hour

sponsored by Amigos & Amigas
& Mother’s Day Plant Sale

6:00pm Bible Study
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www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury
https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark
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