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The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

Service of Word and Sacrament 

October 18, 2026 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees 

try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To 

gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. 

Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

 

WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY! 

Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality. 

Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.  

*Stand as you are able, in body or spirit. 

The responses of the people are printed in bold. 
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GATHERING 

PRELUDE           

*We gather in the name of the Father and the ☩ Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

*CONFESSION 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 

earth. Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Please kneel or sit for the confession. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world 

and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain 

our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call 

to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and 

reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this 

healing gift of grace. Amen. 

 

 



*GATHERING HYMN                      Bring many names ACS 1094 

 

 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE          This is the feast 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 

image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what 

is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING ISAIAH 45:1-7 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed to end Israel’s exile. 

The LORD makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this LORD as the only God. Persia had a 

god of light and a god of darkness; the LORD claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 

A reading from Isaiah: 

1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 

nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— and the gates 

shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the mountains; I will break in pieces the 

doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 

and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of 

Israel, who call you by your name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen, I 

call you by your name; I give you a title, though you do not know me. 5 I am the LORD, and 

there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 6 so that 

they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I make weal and 

create woe; I the LORD do all these things. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALMODY 96:1-9  

Refrain 

 

Tone 

 
 1 Sing to the LORD 

| a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 

 2 Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 

 3 Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 

  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 4 For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 

  more to be feared | than all gods. R 

 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 

  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 

 6 Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 

 7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 

 8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R 

 9 Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 

  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 

SECOND READING  1 THESSALONIANS 1:1-10 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to new 

Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a 

model for other new Christian communities. 

A reading from Thessalonians: 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and 

mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work 

of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, 

brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the 

gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 



conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 
6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the 

word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in 

Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 

Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we 

have no need to speak about it. 9 For they report about us what kind of welcome we had 

among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to 

wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from 

the coming wrath. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 



*GOSPEL READING        MATTHEW 22:15-22 
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if 

God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 

and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you do 

not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 

Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 

you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 
20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” 

Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the 

things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and 

went away. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  

*HYMN OF THE DAY            Take my life, that I may be ELW 583 

 



 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope we confess what we believe. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The assisting minister prays the petition. The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in your 

mercy with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be to God” 

The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.”  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.  

Into your hands… Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

MEAL 

*THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

STEWARDSHIP TALK  RAY FRICK 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM             A Song of Joy    based on Psalm 147     Allen Pote 

How good it is to sing God's praises, for God is gracious and worthy to be praised. 

How good it is to sing God's praises, to sing with joy and thanksgiving to God. 

Who sends the rain for the earth, and makes the grass and the flowers grow.  

Who sends the gentle breezes, and makes the water flow. 

How good it is to sing God's praises, for God is gracious and worthy to be praised. 

How good it is to sing God's praises, to sing with joy and thanksgiving to God. 

For God will heal the brokenhearted and will bind up their wounds.  

The Lord lifts up the heavy laden, and will give them strength. 

How good it is to sing God's praises, for God is gracious and worthy to be praised. 

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 

from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 

hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

*PREFACE DIALOGUE  

 



 

*PROPER PREFACE  

It is indeed … unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER    

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



*COMMUNION INVITATION 
Christ invites you to this table. 

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 

All are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a gluten-free host. Grape juice is 

available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do not or choose not to partake of the sacrament 

today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over 

your chest in the form of an X. 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

Lamb of God 

 

 

 



O God, You search me                      ACS 1082 

 

 
 



PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION  
Those not receiving communion are invited to pray the following while communion is being distributed: 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you are 

truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death and 

resurrection. I seek you daily and worship and adore you. When I cannot receive you in the 

eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, as you 

always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the proclamation of your holy 

Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may remain united to you by your all-

powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you and be nourished by your 

abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels for my very 

human journey, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death. I 

pray this, trusting that you are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen. 

*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of 

your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PRAYER 
Lord God, you call your people to honor those in authority. Help us elect trustworthy leaders, 

participate in wise decisions for our common life, and serve our neighbors in local 

communities. Bless the leaders of our land, that we may be at peace among ourselves and a 

blessing to other nations of the earth; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 

the Spirit. Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 



*SENDING HYMN                God of grace and God of glory        ELW 705 

 

 



*DISMISSAL 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE               
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

• Please join us this evening for Bible Study at 5:00pm in the conference room. We are 

watching episodes from Season 3 of the TV series, 'The Chosen'. Participation is both 

in-person and via zoom. For more information, please contact Jan Frick. 

• Join us for Matins via Zoom on Tuesdays at 9:00am The link is available on our 

website. Please note that Vespers will resume during Advent. 

• The ministry of Carol's Closet at St. James will once again be collecting coats for 

November, December, and January. We at St. Mark have been supporting the Carol's 

Closet ministry over many years, as the needs of our neighbors are ever present. If you 

have any spare coats that are in good condition, then please consider donating 

them.  You can bring them to church and leave them in the Carol's Closet baskets 

located in the St. Mark coat closet.  If you have any questions, then please contact Jan 

Frick. 

• St. Mark Members: Please join us Saturday, October 24 at 6pm for a Meet & Greet 

reception for our candidate for Pastor and then join us for a Special Congregation 

Meeting following 8:30am Worship on Sunday, October 25. Please note that there will 

be no Zoom available that day. 

• We will celebrate the Saints on November 1. The book of Saints is on the usher stand. 

Please clearly print the names of any person(s) you would like to have remembered.  

 

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by David Taylor 

in celebration of his 70th birthday on October 21st.  



 
www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org  

https://www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury 

 https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:  
  Sunday, October 18       9:00am  Service of Word and Sacrament 

      Followed by Coffee Hour 

      Sponsored by GF & Friends 

         5:00pm  Bible Study 

 

  Tuesday, October 20       9:00am  Matins via Zoom 

 

  Wednesday, October 21        7:30pm  Church Council 

 

  Thursday, October 22       7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

 

  Saturday, October 24       9:00am  Fall Clean-Up 

         6:00pm  Candidate and Member Meet & Greet 

 

  Sunday, October 25       8:30am  Reformation Sunday 

      Service of Word and Sacrament 

    Followed by Congregation Meeting  

    & Coffee Hour Sponsored by Godfellas 

         5:00pm  Bible Study 

    

 

 

 

 

    

Parts of the Liturgy and music used by permission  

and Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress License #SAS025154,  

One License # A-721348, & CCLI License #3161225 and #20851450.  
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