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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
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This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and 

we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first 

letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s 

life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the 

life of the world. 

  



WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY! 

Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality. 

Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.  

*Stand as you are able, in body or spirit. 

The responses of the people are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE      ¡Aleluya! Cristo resucitó  Luis Bojo 

Linda Hilliard, Antonio and others 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

Where, O death, where is your victory? 

Where, O death, where is your sting? 

Darkness has been vanquished! 

The brilliant light of hope has arisen! 

Let us worship and celebrate the Good News in the name of the 

Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

*GATHERING HYMN  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today    ELW 369 

 
 

 



 

 

*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you.  

  



*HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life 

in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

  



WORD 

FIRST READING ACTS 8:26-40 

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having 

been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith 

in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 

A reading from Acts: 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now 

there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 

home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 

Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 

prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How 

can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now 

the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the 

slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33In his 

humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken 

away from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 

prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and 

starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were 

going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! 

What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both 

of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When 

they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw 

him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 

was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came 

to Caesarea. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



PSALMODY 22:25-31 
The refrain is sung by all at the beginning of the Psalm and then at each R. 

Refrain  

 
Tone 

 

 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations. R 

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” R 

SECOND READING 1 JOHN 4:7-21 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, 

while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward 

others because the essence of God is love. 

A reading from 1st John: 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 

God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s 

love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 

might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 



his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 

also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 

lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in 

us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father 

has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is 

the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God 

has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 

judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect 

love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 

perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and 

hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 

they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have 

from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 



*GOSPEL READING JOHN 15:1-8 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those 

who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 

fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me 

as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that 

you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY    We Know That Christ Is Raised ELW 449 

 

 

*NICENE CREED 

Living together in trust and hope we confess what we believe. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end.  



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen  

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

The assisting minister prays the petition. The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in your 

mercy with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be to God” 

The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.”  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.  

Into your hands… Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

MEAL 

*THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM            Now the green blade rises John Carter 

   (the text and tune may be found at ELW 379) 

 

 

 

 



*SUNG OFFERTORY   Let the Vineyards be Fruitful 

 

 

 

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs 

of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, 

our true vine. Amen 

  



*PREFACE DIALOGUE  

 

*PROPER PREFACE  

It is indeed … unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS 

 



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
You are indeed… mystery of faith: 

  

We offer to you… now and forever. 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

*COMMUNION INVITATION 
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s 

table. Lord I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be 

healed. 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 

All are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a gluten-free host. Grape juice is 

available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do not or choose not to partake of the sacrament 

today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over 

your chest in the form of an X 

 

 

Christ  has    died.     Christ is         ris  - en.    Christ    will come   a  –  gain. 

A     -     men,          a         -         men,               a                 -                 men. 



COMMUNION HYMNS  

Lamb of God  

 

Where Charity and Love Prevail  

 

 

 
 



PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION  

For those on zoom or not receiving the sacrament. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you are 

truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death and 

resurrection. I seek you daily and worship and adore you. Since I cannot receive you in the 

eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart and soul, as you 

always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the proclamation of your holy 

Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may remain united to you by your all-

powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you and be nourished by your 

abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels for my very 

human journey through time, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of 

my death. I pray all this, trusting that you are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. 

Amen 

*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 

 
  



*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant 

mercy of Jesus, our redeemer, Lord, and friend. Amen 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

*BENEDICTION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

May the God of peace, who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus, provide us with every good 

thing we need in order to do his will; and the blessing of almighty God, Father, ☩ Son and 

Holy Spirit, be with us now and forever. Amen 

*SENDING HYMN       Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death   ELW 452 

 

 

 



*DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad as you share the good news. Christ is risen! 

Thanks be to God. Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE          Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  “Azmon”  Phil Lehenbauer 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
• St. Mark Members: Please join us after Worship today for our Annual Congregation Meeting. 

• Please join us via Zoom for weekday prayer offices Tuesdays at 9:00am and Wednesdays at 7:00pm  

• Join us this evening for Bible Study at 6pm in the church lounge. The book is titled “Inspired 

Imperfection – How the Bible’s Problems Enhance Its Divine Authority” by Gregory A. Boyd. For more 

information and to get a copy of the book, please contact Jan Frick. 

• Carol’s Closet is in need of casual summer clothing for men and women. Please place your donations 

in the box in the narthex. Thank you for your generosity! 

• Glastonbury Hymn Festival: Join the musicians of five Glastonbury church choirs, including our very 

own St. Mark choir, in singing hymns of praise on Fri., May 10 at 7 p.m. at St. Paul Church, 2577 

Main Street, Glastonbury.  

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:  

 Sunday, April 28  9:00am  Service of Word and Sacrament 

      followed by St. Mark Annual Meeting  

      and Coffee Hour 

      sponsored by Godfellas 

    6:00pm  Bible Study 

 Tuesday, April 30  9:00am  Matins via Zoom 

 Wednesday, May 1  7:00pm  Vespers via Zoom        

 Thursday, May 2  7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

 Sunday, May 5  9:00am  Service of Word and Sacrament 

      followed by Coffee Hour 

      sponsored by Dottie’s Team 

    6:00pm  Bible Study 

 
 

 

                                                             
 
 

Parts of the Liturgy and music used by permission and  

Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress License #SAS025154, One License # A-721348,  
& CCLI License # 3161225 and #20851450.  

 
www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

https://www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury 

 https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark 

 

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Leslie O’Rourke 

in celebration of Owen’s fourth birthday. 
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