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www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

The Messenger 
April & May 2026 

 
 

Our Mission:  
In joy,  

we share 
Christ’s truth. 

Sunday 
Worship 

9:00am 

Our Guiding  
Principles 

 
1. We trust in 

God’s promises. 

 

2. We base our 

actions on 

Christ’s love and 

teachings. 

 

3. We practice 

spiritual 

disciplines. 

 

4. We welcome, 

nurture, and 

respect each 

other. 

 

5. We serve our 

local community, 

and the world. 

  1 

This is my last chance to be the lead article in the            
Messenger. After this last year, which we survived, and the 
community functions quite well, how can I sum it up? 

During Pastor Marschhausen’s last year serving as Pastor 
many years ago, the council had a vision retreat during 
which we developed the vision that is posted by the Martin 
Luther window in the fellowship lounge. The complete       
version is:   

In relationship with Jesus Christ through the word  
that gathers and nourishes us, we receive the truth that brings  

meaning and fulfillment to all aspects of our lives. 
We seek to share His truth and our joy. 

The short version is “In Joy We Share Christ’s Truth.” There 
was much discussion about whether it should by “In Joy” or 
“With Joy”.  The word “with” describes how you share. 
Would if be proper to be joyful when sharing with a person 
who just lost a loved one? In most circumstances, the        
response would be “No”. The manner in which you share 
“Joy” should be appropriate to the situation. The word “in” 
describes a state of being, or what you feel inside. Hopefully, 
knowing that Christ is the resurrection and life creates that 
inner joy that the vision acknowledges. 

What I find interesting is our vision appears to be the overall 
theme of John Prosen’s sermons. He constantly preaches of 
God’s world-saving grace and how it comes into our lives, 
which should give us joy. He encourages us to share the 
truth of Christ’s redeeming sacrifice with our friends and 
neighbors. This is how the church, meaning God’s Church 
(big “C” as John always points out), grows. Hopefully, some 
of the growth will spill over into our pews. 

Council President’s Message continues on page 2. 

http://www.saintmarkglastonbury.org/
http://www.elca.org/
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If you can’t be here in person,  
please join us for worship via Zoom. 

 
The link can be found on our website: 

www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

Council President — Continued 

I hope to see you at our Maundy Thursday supper and service, the somber Good    
Friday service, and the celebratory Easter service. Don’t forget those bells, and make 
some noisy Alleluias! 
 

Ray 

Special Congregation Meeting  Sunday, April 12th following Worship 
 
Annual Congregation Meeting Sunday, April 26th following Worship 

http://www.saintmarkglastonbury.org/
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Sunday, March 29 9:00am Passion/Palm Sunday 
Service of Word and Sacrament 
Followed by Coffee Hour  
Sponsored by GF & Friends 

   

Tuesday, March 31 9:00am Matins via Zoom 

   

Thursday, April 2 1:30pm Easter Egg Hunt with VRABE 

 6:00pm Maundy Thursday 
Potluck Supper & Worship Service 

   

Friday, April 3 7:00pm Good Friday Worship Service 

   

Saturday, April 4 7:00pm Easter Vigil at 
Concordia Lutheran Church 
40 Pitkin Street, Manchester, CT 

   

Sunday, April 5 9:00am Easter Sunday 
Resurrection of Our Lord 
Service of Word and Sacrament 
Followed by Coffee Hour 
Sponsored by Deb’s Team 

2026 Holy Week Schedule  
The Lutheran Church of Saint Mark 

All services and activities at The Lutheran Church of Saint Mark, 75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury unless otherwise noted. 
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If you are interested in helping out or if there are any questions, please contact Mike Davis.  

April AV/Tech Volunteers 

April & May Worship Assistants 

If you are interested in helping out or if there are any questions,  
please contact Lee Hilliard.  

  
DATE 

  
LECTOR 

PRAYER 

LEADER 

COMMUNION 

ASSISTANT 

  
SET-UP 

March 29 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
Valerie Linda O. Leslie Ellen Z. 

April 2 

Maundy Thursday 
Jan 

Anne 

Jan 
Deb Ginny 

April 3 

Good Friday 
Mark G. Jan N/A   

April 5 

Easter Sunday 
Mike Betsy Mark C. Ginny 

April 12 Mark G. Ronald Bernie Wendy 

April 19 Jan Leslie Dave T. Dottie 

April 26 Anne Jan Mike Ellen Z. 
May 3 Dave R. Linda O. Deb Wendy 

May 10 

Mother’s Day 
Andrea Mark G. Bernie Dottie 

May 17 

Calumet Sunday 
Jule Dave T. Mike Ginny 

May 24 

Day of Pentecost 
Memorial Day Weekend 

Ronald TBD Ellen Z. Ellen Z. 

May 31 

The Holy Trinity 
Valerie Jan Leslie Wendy 

Date Video Audio 

April 2 

Maundy Thursday 
Lee Hilliard 

April 3 

Good Friday 
Lee Hilliard 

April 5 

Easter Sunday 
Lee Hilliard 

April 12 Ray Mike 

April 19 Dave R. Ronald 

April 26 Lee Linda H. 
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Missions Committee — Jan Frick 

St. Mark will hold an Easter Egg Hunt on Thursday, April 2
nd

 in the      
afternoon for the children and families that attend VRABE ESL. They were 
thrilled when we hosted this last year. Donations of small, individually 
wrapped Easter candy can be dropped off in the designated box in the 

church lounge on Sundays or in the office during the week. Besides donating 
Easter candy, a few volunteers are needed on Wednesday, April 1

st
 to help 

stuff the Easter Eggs and then also on Thursday April 2
nd

 to hide the eggs. 
Please contact Deb Gresens or Jan Frick for more information. 

As part of St. Mark’s involvement with Glastonbury Links Together, St. 
Mark has been providing weekend food for elementary school aged children 
who are at risk of food insecurity. St. Mark delivers the food the second      
Friday of each month of the school year. The next delivery will be on Friday, 
April 10

th
. Recently, Gideon Welles School was added to the program and 

that is expected to increase the number of students eligible for the weekend 
food. Presently, 40 students are receiving the weekend food. Donations of 
breakfast, fruit, snack, and lunch items will be needed through the end of the school 
year. Please drop off in the bin by the front door of the church. For more information, 
please contact Jan Frick. 

A Garden Prep Day is being planned for Saturday, April 11
th

 around 10am, if the 
weather permits. A gentle sprucing and cleaning up of the area is needed in order to 
prepare for planting the garden in May. The garden will also be relined with fresh straw 
bales. Please sign up on the bulletin board if you’d be able to help out.   

In partnership with St. James Episcopal Church, St. Mark regularly 
supports their Carol’s Closet outreach ministry through financial 
and in-kind donations, plus helping out each month on the third 
Saturday to serve clients. The next distribution will be Saturday, 
April 18th. Please note that Carol’s Closet no longer will be       
accepting donations of clothing, due to lack of storage. Also, if 
you’d be available to help out the morning of April 18

th
, then please 

let Jan Frick know. 

Following worship service on Sunday, April 19
th

, we will be stuffing Spring Joy Totes 
as an outreach to our community groups and visitors to St. Mark. This is one of St. 
Mark’s really fun and feel-good events, so please plan to be there and help out.       
Donations of candy or other small items can be dropped off in the designated box in 
the church lounge on Sundays or in the office during the week. Please contact Deb 
Gresens or Jan Frick for more info. 

This year’s Mother’s Day Plant Sale will be held on Sunday, May 10
th

 
both prior to and following the worship service. As in the past, there will 
be plenty of ready-to-gift flower baskets and potted plants for your    
Mother, Grandmother, special Aunt, or other loved ones. There will also 
be vegetable and herb plants for your own garden or ones to donate for 
St. Mark’s garden. Half of the proceeds from the sale will be donated to 
Glastonbury Links Together and the other half will be used to offset garden expenses. 
Contact Jan Frick for more info. 
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Fellowship  
Teams 

GF & Friends 
Jan  
Anne 
Linda O. 

Deb’s 
Team 
Deb 

Dottie’s Team 
Dottie 
Ginny 
Lila 
Caryl D. 

Amigos & Amigas 
Andrea  
Carol W. 
Ellen Z. 
Al 

Godfellas 
Mark G. 
Ronald 
Mike  
Bernie 

April & May Coffee Hour Schedule 

Folk Group Friends 
Linda H. 
Lee  
Valerie 
Dave T 

4/5   Deb’s Team 
4/12 Dottie’s Team 
4/19 Folk Group Friends 
4/26 Amigos & Amigas 

5/3  Godfellas 
5/10  GF & Friends 
5/17  Folk Group Friends 
5/24  Deb’s Team 
5/30  Dottie’s Team 

Bloomin’ 4 Good 
APRIL 2026 

at Stop & Shop 
55 Oak Street 

Glastonbury, CT 
 

$1 of each bouquet  
will go to  

St. Mark Hunger Relief  
Programs 
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Fellowship Committee — Linda Hilliard 

Happy Spring, everyone! 

With the season upon us, Holy Week leading up to Easter, there are 
many services and celebrations coming up. Here are some fellowship 
opportunities to sign up for, and attend: 

1. Thursday, April 2
nd

 at 6:00pm: Maundy Thursday service and potluck, beginning in 
the fellowship hall, and continuing into the sanctuary, ending with the stripping of the 
altar at the conclusion of the service. Please sign up for a side dish, salad, bread, or     
dessert.   

2. Sunday, April 5
th
 at 9:00am: Easter Sunday Worship followed by coffee hour. If you 

would like to bring something special for the table, that would be lovely!  

3. On Sunday, May 3
rd

, please stay for the Getting Ready 
For Spring Tea, featuring Jan Frick gearing up for this 
year’s flower and vegetable garden, and Eleanor Tunney 
preparing for the pollinator garden expansion this year. 
Jan will be looking for help with creating, hauling bales of 
hay and trellises, setting up the platform, putting in 
plants, laying hoses, weeding, harvesting, and more op-
portunities to make our garden a success. Please bring a 
favorite teapot we can add to the table for fellowship.    
And stay for the presentations from our resident experts! 

4. Saturday, May 9
th
, 6:00pm in the fellowship hall,                  

fellowship area and sanctuary will be our eleventh annual 
JACOB’S WELL CABARET, with the theme of Broadway!     
Adam Tortorello and White Rabbit Theater are busy             
rehearsing, and we at St. Mark are invited to contribute an 
act if we feel inspired. 

There will be a silent auction with several large and small 
baskets to bid on, using the red tickets purchased at the door 
for $1 each, and also some home made gifts, so bring your 
dollars. You may also bring snacks for the table, and BYOB. 
Thrivent Action Teams will be helping fund the baskets and 
refreshment table. All proceeds from the evening will go to 
ELCA Good Gifts Clean Water projects: Water filters,         
irrigation systems, and safe water access. To learn more 
about these opportunities, you may visit ELCA.org/goodgifts. 

Much help is needed for this event to be successful and awesome. Please sign up on 
the bulletin board if you will be attending, and if you can help with creating baskets, 
contributing an item for the auction, bringing snacks for the table, performing in the 
show, setting up or cleaning up. Or, just come and enjoy the amazing talents of our 
friends, White Rabbit Theater, as they generously donate their time and talent to this 
fundraiser. Signing up will help ensure the space will be set up with spaces for every-
body, including White Rabbit guests, St. Mark members and guests.  
 Fellowship Committee article continues on page 8. 

https://goodgifts.elca.org/page/72439/shop/1
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Saturday 

May 9 

6:00pm 

Fellowship Committee — Continued 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Thursday, April 16 
12:30pm 

 

 

 

Please contact Ellen Z. by April 14 if you plan to attend.  
All women of St. Mark are welcome! 

 

Salute 
377 Cromwell Avenue 

Rocky Hill, CT 

5. Farther down the road, mark your calendars for Wednesday, August 19
th
, Faith and 

Family Day at the Hartford Yard Goats game, at Dunkin Donuts Park. We have 25 
spaces to fill, in order to receive the group rate of $12.00 a ticket. There will be faith 
and family events and music, during the hour before the first pitch at 7:00pm. Sign up, 
sports fans!! We need to purchase the tickets ahead of time. 

See me, if you want to help with all our fellowship events.   
Thank you. 

Linda H. 
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Property Committee  — Deb Gresens 

…even the sunflowers teach us to look at  
the brighter side, the sunshine!  

Lent-a very, very busy and beautiful time of year in the church. Preparations for Lent 
have been going on for weeks. This includes the Property Committee making sure 
everything remains in working order. A special thank you goes to Jule Beer and Leslie 
O’Rourke for their additions to the Sanctuary and Dave Rutz for organizing the flower     
orders for Easter Sunday. Also, Dan Dickau, works quietly behind the scenes to   
maintain the interior of the church.  
 
Happenings at St. Mark’s… 
Building Use-The following groups will be using the Fellowship Hall and/or the    
Sanctuary:   

*Diabetes Support Group-will meet in May, August and November 
*House Church-with leader Jennifer Campbell will meet in the Fellowship  
  Hall March 29

th
. 

  
Upcoming- 

*Fellowship and Worship-Numerous opportunities for fellowship and worship  
  are posted on the board in the Narthex. Please sign up! 
*Spring Clean-Up-The annual spring clean-up will be held Saturday, April 25 
  from 9:30-12:30. Bring your rakes, tarps, diggers, seed/plant donations  
  and join in the fun. Coffee, doughnuts and a round of applause will be  
  your reward! 

Property Committee 
Members: Dave Rutz, Leslie O’Rourke, Jule Beer, Andrea Clark,  
Deb Gresens 

 

Thank you to  
Dave R., Jule  

& Dan  
for all  

that you do! 
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Bible Study 
returns April 12

th
 

Sundays at 6:00pm 
                     in the church lounge 

 

We are watching and discussing Season 3 of  
The Chosen. There is a companion study book.  

Please contact Jan Frick if you would like a copy.  

April Birthdays 

4/13   Betty Ann Gamer 
4/14   Eleanor Jacobs 
4/15   Robyn Ongley 
4/19   Denise Stenger 
4/24  Dan Dickau 
4/27  Alexander Jacobs 

April & May 
Anniversaries 

4/7  Jeffrey & Robyn Ongley  
4/26  Craig & Victoria Hackbarth 

5/6  Jule & Patti Beer 
5/21  Holly & Jake Jacobs  

May Birthdays 

5/1    Anne Davis 
5/1    Caryl DeLuca 
5/21   Doris Andreoli 
5/23  Lila Shilosky 
5/25  Cathy Moshier 
5/29  Lisa Hancock 
5/31   David Obedzinski 
 



Page 11  

 

www.calumet.org 

Join us for Calumet Sunday at St. Mark 
May 17

th
! 

http://www.calumet.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Holy 

Week 
 

VRABE 
9:00am 

2 Maundy  

   Thursday 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

Easter Egg Hunt 
1:30pm 

Pot-luck Supper 
& Worship 
6:00pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

3 Good  

   Friday 

Worship 
7:00pm 

AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

4 Easter  

     Vigil 

AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

Easter Vigil 
at Concordia 
7:00pm 
 
 

5    Easter 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

6 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

7 
Property 
Meeting 
4:00pm 

W&M 
5:00pm 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

8 
VRABE 
9:00am 

9 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

10 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

11 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

Garden Prep 
10:00am 

Rose Society 
10:00am 

12 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  & 
Congregation  Meeting 

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

13 
AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

14 
Matins 
9:00am 
 

15 
Vespers 
7:00pm 

16 
SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Lunch Bunch 
12:30pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

17 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

18 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

19 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour & Joy 
Totes 

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

20 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

21 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

22 
VRABE 
9:00am 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

23 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

24 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

25 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

Spring Clean-
Up 
9:30am 
 

26 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  & 
Congregation  
Meeting 

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

27 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

28 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

29 
VRABE 
9:00am 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

30 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

  

2026 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

2 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 
Rose Society 
10:00am 

3 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  & Spring Tea 

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

4 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

5 
Property 
Meeting 
4:00pm 

W&M 
5:00pm 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

6 
VRABE 
9:00am 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

7 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

8 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

9 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 
 
Jacob’s 
Well 
Cabaret 
6:00pm 

10 Mother’s Day 

Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour & Plant Sale 

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

11 
VRABE 
9:00am 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 

12 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

13 
VRABE 
9:00am 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

14 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

15 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

16 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

17 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

18 
VRABE 
9:00am 

Diabetes Group 
6:00pm 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 

19 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

20 
VRABE 
9:00am 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

21 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Lunch Bunch 
12:30pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

22 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

23 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

24 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

25 Memorial 

           Day 

AA Freedom 
6:30pm 

S Anon 
Nutmeg 
7:00pm 

26 
Matins 
9:00am 

VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

27 
VRABE 
9:00am 

Vespers 
7:00pm 

28 
VRABE 
10:45am 
5:30pm 

SA Meeting 
6:45pm 

Choir 
7:00pm 

29 
AA Central 
Valley 
7:30pm 

30 
AA  
Meeting 
8:00am 

31 
Worship 
9:00am 
followed by  
Coffee Hour  

Potter’s Church 
11:00am 

Korean Church 
1:00pm 

Bible Study 
6:00pm 

      

For an updated calendar please visit our website: www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

St. Mark Community Calendar 

http://www.saintmarkglastonbury.org
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DATE TEAM MEMBERS 

3/29 Andrea, Betsy, Ellen Z., Valerie 

4/5 (Easter) Mike, Mark G., Mark C. 

4/12 Ray, Jule 

4/19 Dave T., Lee 

4/26 Dave T., Ronald 

5/3 Andrea, Betsy, Ellen Z., Valerie 

5/10 
(Mother’s 
Day) 

Mike, Mark G, Mark C. 

5/17 Ray, Jule 

5/24 (Day of 
Pentecost & 
Memorial Day 
Weekend) 

Dave T., Lee 

5/31 
(Holy Trinity) 

Dave T., Ronald 

April & May Counting Teams 

Making Your Offering  
Electronically by Venmo  

 

Your Church Offerings can be sent directly via the App or Application  
Venmo@stmark-Glastonbury.  

For questions on how to use Venmo, contact Dave Taylor at 860-796-1678.  
 

Thank you for keeping your offerings current so that our church can 
operate effectively for our congregation. 
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Saint Mark Congregation Council and Lay Leadership 

Officers 
President  Ray Frick 
Vice President Mike Davis 
Secretary  Carol Weber 
Treasurer  Linda Obedzinski 
Financial Secretary David Taylor 
 

Staff Support Committee 
Andrea Clark 
Mark Crayton 
Mark Gresens (Chair) 

Mutual Ministry Committee 
David Obedzinski 
Anne Davis 
Bernie Clark 

Ministry Committee Chairs 
Education   Jan Frick 
Fellowship   Linda Hilliard 
Missions   Open 
Outreach   Open 
Property   Deb Gresens 
Stewardship   Ronald Kraatz 
Member-at-large  Betsey Crayton 
Worship   Open 

75 Griswold Street,  Glastonbury, CT  06033 

(860) 633-1188 

email: ChurchOffice@SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

Website:  www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org   

Facebook:  www.Facebook.com/LutheranChurchofStMark 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury  

 

                           

Minister of Music - Martin Smith                                 msmith568@att.net 

Office Manager - Ellen Topel Dougherty  churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org  
Sexton - Dan Dickau 
Ministers- The people of St. Mark 

TENUTO at St. Mark 3/22/26 

Eleanor & Deb at a Lenten Soup Supper 

mailto:ChurchOffice@StMarkGlastonbury.org
http://www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org
https://www.Facebook.com/LutheranChurchofStMark
https://www.youtube.com/user/stmarkglastonbury
mailto:msmith568@att.net
mailto:churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org


75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033 

Visit The Lutheran Church of St. Mark Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark 

Stay current on photos and new events by “liking” us. 
http://www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

http://www.NESynod.org 

http://www.ELCA.org 

 

If you have a change in your email, phone or address,  
please contact the Church Office, (860) 633-1188 or email:  
ChurchOffice@SaintMarkGlastonbury.org  

https://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark
http://www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org
http://www.NESynod.org
http://www.ELCA.org
mailto:churchoffice@saintmarkglastonbury.org

