
 

The Lutheran Church of St. Mark 
75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033 

Church Office (860) 633-1188 
Email: ChurchOffice@SaintMarkGlastonbury.org  

 

 
 
 

 

Peter and Paul, Apostles 

June 29, 2025 

 
Today we celebrate two great figures of the early church, Peter and Paul, who represent the spread of the 

gospel to both Jews and Gentiles and, according to tradition, were martyred on this date. The witness of Peter 

and Paul inspires us as we seek ways to faithfully proclaim the gospel in our contemporary context. 
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WELCOME TO ALL WHO HAVE COME TO WORSHIP THE LORD TODAY! 

Guests—please take a moment to fill out a guest card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. 

We would like to acknowledge your time with us and extend a friendly hand of hospitality. 

Please turn all cell phones off or on vibrate before the worship service begins.  

*Stand as you are able, in body or spirit. 

The responses of the people are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                         Glories of Your Name Are Spoken Wayne Barlow 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

We gather in the name of the Father and the ☩ Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*CONFESSION 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Please kneel or sit for the confession. 

Silence is kept for self-reflection 

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our 

own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 

abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but 

we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of  

☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with 

Christ, you are a new creation. Amen. 

*GATHERING HYMN    Glories of Your Name Are Spoken LBW 358 
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*GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 
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*KYRIE 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Almighty God, we praise you that your blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you by 

their martyrdoms. Grant that your church throughout the world may always be 

instructed by their teaching and example, be knit together in unity by your Spirit, and 

ever stand firm upon the one foundation who is Jesus Christ our Lord, for he lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 

FIRST READING ACTS 12:1-11 

King Herod had James killed and had Peter put in prison, under heavy guard. In what Peter first believes is 

only a vision, an angel leads him past unseeing guards, out of the prison, and to freedom. 

A reading from Acts: 

1 About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. 2 He 

had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. 3 After he saw that it pleased the Jews, 

he proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the Festival of Unleavened Bread.) 
4 When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of 

soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. 5 While 

Peter was kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him. 6 The very night before 

Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping between two 

soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping watch over the prison. 7 Suddenly an 

angel of the Lord appeared, and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and 
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woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his wrists. 8 The angel said to 

him, “Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.” He did so. Then he said to him, “Wrap your 

cloak around you and follow me.” 9 Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that 

what was happening with the angel’s help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. 
10 After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading 

into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a 

lane, when suddenly the angel left him. 11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I am 

sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all 

that the Jewish people were expecting.” 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY 87:1-3, 5-7 

The refrain is sung by all at the beginning of the Psalm and then at each R. 

Refrain  

 

Tone 

 

 1 On the | holy mountain 

  stands the city | God has founded; 

 2 the LORD loves the | gates of Zion 

  more than all the dwell- | ings of Jacob. R 

 3 Glorious things are spo- | ken of you, 

  O city | of our God. 

 5 Of the city it shall be said, “Everyone was | born in Zion, 

  and the Most High shall sus- | tain the city.” 

 6 Enrolling the nations, the | LORD records: 

  “These al- | so were born there.” 

 7 The singers and the danc- | ers will say, 

  “All my fresh springs | are in you.” R 
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SECOND READING 2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8, 17-18 

Paul has faithfully persevered in the mission the Lord had given to him. Near life’s end he rests  

in the promise of eternal life, confident that the Lord who has rescued him in the past will bring him  

into the heavenly kingdom. 

A reading from 2 Timothy: 

6 As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has 

come. 7 I have fought the good fight; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. 8 From 

now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his 

appearing. 17 But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message 

might be fully proclaimed and all the gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 

mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly 

kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL READING JOHN 21:15-19 

Jesus invites Simon Peter to declare his love for him three times, in a manner reminiscent of the three times 

that Peter earlier denied Christ. Jesus commissions him to feed his sheep and predicts that he will die as a 

martyr for God. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 21st  chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 

love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said 

to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 

me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my 

sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt 

because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you 

know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very 

truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go 

wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone 

else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this 

to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, 

“Follow me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  
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*HYMN OF THE DAY              Lift High the Cross  ELW 660 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope we confess what we believe. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The assisting minister prays the petition., The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in 

your mercy with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks be 

to God.” The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.” 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God. 

Into your hands… Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MEAL 

*THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM     The Lamb       Words by William Blake 

  Music by Elaine Hagenberg 

 

  
Little Lamb who made thee  

         Dost thou know who made thee  

Gave thee life & bid thee feed.  

By the stream & o'er the mead;  

Gave thee clothing of delight,  

Softest clothing wooly bright;  

Gave thee such a tender voice,  

Making all the vales rejoice!  

         Little Lamb who made thee  

         Dost thou know who made thee  
 

Little Lamb I'll tell thee,  

         Little Lamb I'll tell thee! 

He is called by thy name,  

For he calls himself a Lamb:  

He is meek & he is mild,  

He became a little child:  

I a child & thou a lamb,  

We are called by his name.  

         Little Lamb God bless thee.  

         Little Lamb God bless thee. 
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*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 

plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we 

may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

*PREFACE DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*PROPER PREFACE  

   It is indeed right …    join their unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,… await his coming in glory. 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
May we be so bold to pray as the lord has taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

*COMMUNION INVITATION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. 

Eat and rejoice. 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 

All are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a gluten-free host. Grape juice is 

available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do not or choose not to partake of the sacrament 

today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over 

your chest in the form of an X. 

Lamb of God  
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Eat This Bread   ACS 987 

 

 

PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION  

For those on zoom or not receiving the sacrament. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you 

are truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death 

and resurrection. I seek you daily and worship and adore you. Since I cannot receive 

you in the eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart 

and soul, as you always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the 

proclamation of your holy Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may 

remain united to you by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive 

you and be nourished by your abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, 

the bread of angels for my very human journey, a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, 

and solace in the hour of my death. I pray this, trusting that you are my life, my peace, 

and my everlasting joy. Amen. 
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*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

  Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send 

us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

*BENEDICTION 
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the 

life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN                 Guide My Feet  ACS 987 
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*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                     

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

• Please join us for Summer Weekday Community Prayer on Thursdays at 7:00pm, 

starting on July 3. 

• Please donate snacks and juice boxes! GLT provides snacks and drinks for day campers 

at Welles Village WACY Camp. The camp runs for seven weeks, and each church is 

trying to supply at least one week’s worth of snacks. 

• Please note that Ellen is on vacation and will return to the office on Monday, July 7. If 

you have any administrative needs during this time, please contact Council President 

Ray Frick. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:  

  Sunday, June 29  9:00am  Service of Word and Sacrament 

      followed by Coffee Hour 

      sponsored by Dottie’s Team 

  Tuesday, July 1  4:00pm  Property Committee Meeting 

  Thursday, July 3  7:00pm  Community Worship 

  Friday, July 4  Independence Day 

  Sunday, July 6  9:00am  Service of Word and Sacrament 

      followed by Coffee Hour 

      sponsored by Godfellas 

  

                                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                 

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored David Taylor 

in celebration of daughter Laura’s birthday. 
 

Parts of the Liturgy and music used by permission and  

Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under Augsburg Fortress License #SAS025154, One License # A-721348,  

& CCLI License # 3161225 and #20851450.  
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