
The Lutheran Church of Saint Mark 
75 Griswold Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033 

Phone: (860) 633-1188 

Email: ChurchOffice@SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

Website: www.SaintMarkGlastonbury.org 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Service of Word and Sacrament 

March 19, 2023 
 

 

 

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born 

blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to 

see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism 

God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 

 

http://www.saintmarkglastonbury.org/


 

Welcome to The Lutheran Church of St. Mark 
Guests we are pleased to welcome you to worship this morning. 

We invite you to sign our guest register and to fill out a visitor card located in the pew rack.  

Completed cards can be placed in the offering plate.   

Please turn all cell phones off before the worship service begins. 

*You are invited to stand as you are able in body or spirit. 

The responses of the people are printed in bold. 

 

WELCOME  

PRELUDE Honey in the Rock Lake, Ligertwood  

  & Wong 

GATHERING 

*CONFESSION  

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to resist everything that leads us away 

from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, asking God 

for forgiveness and the strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline. 

(The congregation kneels or sits.) 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 

Most holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and before the 

whole company of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by 

our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 

forgiven. Have mercy on us, O God. 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true 

to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. Have mercy on us, O God. 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, 

impatience and apathy that have infected our lives. Have mercy on us, O God. 

We confess to you, Lord, our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of 

other people. Have mercy on us, O God. 



 

We confess to you, Lord, our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more 

fortunate than ourselves. Have mercy on us, O God. 

We confess to you, Lord, our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and 

our dishonesty in daily life and work. Have mercy on us, O God. 

We confess to you, Lord, our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 

share the faith that is in us. Have mercy on us, O God. 

We confess to you, Lord, our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of 

concern for those who come after us. Have mercy on us, O God. 

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs, we have done. For our indifference to 

human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, accept our 

repentance, Lord. 

Accept our repentance, Lord for all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward 

our neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 

accept our repentance, Lord. 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. Hear us, O God, for your 

mercy is great. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 

eternal life. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

*GATHERING HYMN  God, Whose Almighty Word ELW 673 

 
  



 

*GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. And also with you. 

*KYRIE 

 
  



 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life 

and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your 

Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen 

  



 

WORD 

FIRST READING 1 SAMUEL 16:1-13 
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his 

brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit 

of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 

A reading from 1 Samuel:  

1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 

from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 

the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, 

“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer 

with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 

and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 

name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 

elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 
5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and 

come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them 

to the sacrifice. 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 

anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD 

does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 

on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 

“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 

said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass 

before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 
11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; 

for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he 

was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and 

anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in 

the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from 

that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

  



 

PSALM    23 

Refrain 

 

Tone 

 

 1The LORD
| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 

SECOND READING EPHESIANS 5:8-14 
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect 

the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 

A reading from Ephesians:  

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out 

what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 

instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 
13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes 

visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will 

shine on you.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

  



 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Choir will sing a Proper Verse each week. 

 

*GOSPEL READING JOHN 9:1-41 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the 

things of God. 

The Holy Gospel according to John the 9th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 

be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 

is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 

and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 

Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this 

not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 

saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they 

kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then 

I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 

“I do not know.” 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the 

Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He 

put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, 

“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 

“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So 

they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind 

and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 

sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 

he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was 

born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 

opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said 

this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 

who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore 

his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the man 



 

who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man 

is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do 

know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? 

How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you 

would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples 

of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 

know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You 

do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God 

does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his 

will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 

person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They 

answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And 

they drove him out. 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, 

he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell 

me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 

speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus 

said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and 

those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and 

said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, 

you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you O Christ.  

SERMON 

*HYMN OF THE DAY    I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815 

 

 



 

 
  



 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess what we believe:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The assisting minister prays the petition. The congregation responds to the petitions that end “Lord in 

your mercy with: “hear our prayer.” and those that end “O, God we give you thanks” with: “Thanks 

be to God” The prayers conclude with the pastoral petition followed by a congregational “Amen.”  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

O, God we give you thanks. Thanks be to God.  

Into your hands… Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

MEAL 

*THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.  

OFFERTORY ANTHEM       Open My Eyes  
 Lancelot Andrewes (1555-1626), alt.     K. Lee Scott 
  



 

*SUNG OFFERTORY      Create in Me a Clean Heart 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them 

for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

*PREFACE DIALOGUE 

 



 

*PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed … unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

Blessed are you...the mystery of faith. 

 

Blessed are you...now and forever. 

 

 



 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Remembering what our Lord taught us we are bold to pray: 

 

*COMMUNION INVITATION 
When we eat this Bread, we share the Body of Christ; when we drink this Cup, we 

share the Blood of Christ. Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the 

word, and I shall be healed. 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All baptized Christians are welcome to partake of the Holy Sacrament. Inform the pastor if you need a 

gluten-free host. Grape juice is available in the center rings of the wine tray. Children or adults who do 

not or choose not to partake of the sacrament today may come forward and receive a blessing. Please 

indicate you would like a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest in the form of an X. 

  



 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

Lamb of God 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  



 

He Will Hold Me Fast              (congregation sings) Habershon and Merker 

Verse 1 

When I fear my faith will fail 

Christ will hold me fast 

When the tempter would prevail 

He will hold me fast 

I could never keep my hold 

Through life's fearful path 

For my love is often cold 

He must hold me fast 

 

Verse 2 

Those He saves are His delight 

Christ will hold me fast 

Precious in His holy sight 

He will hold me fast 

He'll not let my soul be lost 

His Promises shall last 

Bought by Him at such a cost 

He will hold me fast 

Chorus 

He will hold me fast 

He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 

He will hold me fast 

 

Verse 3 

For my life He bled and died 

Christ will hold me fast 

Justice has been satisfied 

He will hold me fast 

Raised with Him to endless life 

He will hold me fast 

Till our faith is turned to sight 

When He comes at last 

 

PRAYER IN THE ABSENCE OF COMMUNION  
For those on zoom or not receiving the sacrament. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the bread of life and the cup of salvation. I believe that you 

are truly present in the sacrament of Holy Communion. I am baptized into your death 

and resurrection. I seek you daily and worship and adore you. Since I cannot receive 

you in the eucharistic bread and wine, I pray that you continue to come into my heart 

and soul, as you always have, through Confession and Forgiveness, through the 

proclamation of your holy Word, and through the prayers of your people; that I may 

remain united to you by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive 

you and be nourished by your abundant grace. Be for me the manna in my wilderness, 

the bread of angels for my very human journey through time, a foretaste of the 

heavenly banquet, and solace in the hour of my death. I pray all this, trusting that you 

are my life, my peace, and my everlasting joy. Amen  



 

*SACRAMENTAL BLESSING   

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Incarnate God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of the Lord. With the eyes 

of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 

and touch the world with your love. Amen 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*BENEDICTION   

The Father of mercies has given us an example of unselfish love in the sufferings of 

his holy Son. Through your service of God and neighbor may you receive his 

countless blessings. And may Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit keep 

you in his grace and give you peace. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

*HYMN            Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death WOV 745 

 

*DISMISSAL 
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth in peace and serve in love. Thanks be to 

God. 

POSTLUDE        Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing  Phil Lehenbauer 

(AZMON) 

 

 

  

Thank you to Doreen and Pastor David Rinas, co-chairs of the New 

England Synod World Hunger Team for joining us today! 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

• Please join us tonight at 6:00pm for Bible Study. The book is ‘Words of Love, A 

Healing Journey with the Ten Commandments’ by Eugenia Anne Gamble. For more 

information, please contact Jan Frick. 

• If you would like to order an Easter Plant for our Easter Altar this year, please 

complete an Order Form. The forms are available on the bulletin table, in the church 

office and in the green bin. Please complete a form for each plant you order and place 

that form(s) with your payment (checks payable to: Lutheran Church of St. Mark) in 

the offering plate, give to someone in the office, or mail to the office. The FINAL 

DAY for ordering plants is Sunday, March 26th! 

• Please note that there is no Lenten Daytime Bible Study this week. It will return 

on Thursday, March 30th. 

• We are collecting items for health kits! Please see the list posted on the bulletin 

board in the narthex and bring TEN of one item to church by Saturday, March 25. 

On Sunday, March 26, we will assemble the health kits during fellowship time. 

• Whether you’re taking time for quiet, self-care or enjoying retreat time with 

others…CALUMET is ready for you! Calumet’s Resident Camp for Kids, Family 

Campground, Conference Center, Village Cabins, Lakeside Bunk Cabins, Retreat 

Lodge and Staff House on the Lake have something for everyone! Be sure to check-

out the Calumet bulletin board in the Education wing and see www.calumet.org for 

all happenings at Calumet. 

• The Food Bank is in need of pasta, rice, cereal, canned chicken, jelly, oatmeal, 

coffee, tea, Chef Boyardee meals, canned fruit, and snacks. Please drop these 

items off in the church narthex. 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR:  

 Sunday, March 19  9:00am  Service of Word and Sacrament 

      Followed by Fellowship  

    6:00pm  Bible Study 

 Tuesday, March 21  9:00am  Matins via Zoom 

 Wednesday, March 22  5:00pm  Lenten Vespers  

      Followed by Soup & Bread 

    7:00pm  St. Luke’s Lenten Book Study via Zoom 

 Thursday, March 23  9:00am  Matins via Zoom 

      7:30pm  Choir Rehearsal 

 Sunday, March 26  9:00am  Service of Word and Sacrament 

      Followed by Fellowship & Health Kits 

    6:00pm  Bible Study 

    Easter Flower Order Deadline 

Parts of the Liturgy and music used by permission and Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under of Augsburg 

Fortress License #SAS025154, One License # A-721348, & CCLI License # 3161225 and #20851450.  All rights reserved. 


