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Vespers 

Vespers is a sunset evening prayer service in the liturgies of the canonical hours. The word comes from 

the Greek σπέρα ("hespera") and the Latin vesper, meaning "evening". It is also referred to as evening 

prayer or evensong.  

 
The people stand as the procession begins. 

*ENTRANCE OF LIGHT 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Blessed are you, O lord our God king of the universe, who led your people Israel 

by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night: Enlighten our darkness 

by the light of your Christ; may his Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our 

path; for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation, and we your 

creatures, glorify you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonical_hours
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evening_Prayer_(Anglican)
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Sit or kneel 

PSALMODY 
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A time of silence is kept for meditation. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let your 

loving kindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may sing your 

praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify 

you forever and ever. Amen 
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 Thomas 

LENTEN READINGS  

Meeting the Characters of the Cross 

Thomas (3/1) … Jerusalem (3/8) … Annas & Caiaphas (3/15) … 

Barabbas (3/22) … Gestas & Dismas (3/29) 
 

    A Scripture reading   

 

      Reading I – Bible 

 

                 Reading II – History 

 
 Jerusalem 
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*GOSPEL CANTICLE My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness 
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Annas & Caiaphas 

 

LENTEN READINGS, continued … 

         Reading III - Tradition 

                 Reading IV – Faith 
 

  After the last reader, a moment for reflection and then … 

  In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets. 

   But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 

 

                
 Barabbas Gestas & Dismas 
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THE LITANY 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us | pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us | pray to the Lord. 

For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, and 

for peaceful times, let us | pray to the Lord. 

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us; for those 

who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection in this and every 

place, let us | pray to the Lord. 

For those who are sick and suffering, and for those who are in captivity, let 

us | pray to the Lord. 

For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let 

us | pray to the Lord. 

For all servants of the church, for this assembly, and for all people who 

await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us | pray to the Lord. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

A time of silence follows. 

Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing in 

the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one another, and 

our whole life to you,  
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O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see 

the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us 

faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that 

your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord,  remember us  in  your    king – dom,      and       teach    us   to  pray. 

Leader 

All 
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BENEDICTION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All copyrighted liturgical texts and liturgical music embedded in liturgical settings covered by 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License – SAS025154 

All copyrighted music covered by One License Annual License w/Podcasting - A-721348 

 

 

Lenten Readings from An Easter Book of Days, Gregory Kenneth Cameron, Paraclete Press, 

Brewster, MA, 2022 

 

 

NOTES: 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard 

Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church 

of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License. 


